
Trust in the LORD with all your heart   

and lean not on your own understanding; 

 6 in all your ways submit to him, 

    and he will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 
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Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 

assurance about what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) 

 

 
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 
 and so became the father of many nations, 

 just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.”  19Without weakening in his faith,  

he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead— 
since he was about a hundred years old— 

and that Sarah’s womb was also dead 
20Yet he did not waver through unbelief  

regarding the promise of God,  
but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 

 21being fully persuaded that God had power to do  
what he had promised.  Romans 4:18-21 (NIV) 

 

 

Without hope faith cannot endure. On the other hand, hope 

without faith is blind rashness and arrogance because it lacks 

knowledge. Before anything else a Christian must have the insight 

of faith, so that the intellect may know its directions in the day of 

trouble and the heart may hope for better things. By faith we begin, 

by hope we continue.                                                   (Martin Luther) 
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Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became 

 the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him,  

“So shall your offspring be.”  Romans 4:19  

 

______________ the _______________. 
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as 

good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that 

Sarah’s womb was also dead.                                  Romans 4:19 (NIV) 

 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 

your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2“I will make you 

into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 

curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you.”  4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with 

him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran.   

Genesis 12:1-4 (NIV) 

 
Ten years after the promise: 

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be 

afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” 2But Abram 

said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 

childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a 

servant in my household will be my heir.” 4Then the word of 

the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who 

is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and 

said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6Abram 

believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.                                                       

Genesis 15: 1-6 (NIV) 
 

 

Twenty-four after the promise: 
 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next 

year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at 

the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah 

were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So 

Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my 

lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”    Genesis 18:10-12 (NIV) 

Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but 

was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God.  Romans 4:20  

 

_____________ in the promise and  
______________ of God. 

 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.   

Hebrews 6:19a (NIV) 
 

13-18 When God made his promise to Abraham, he backed it to the hilt, 

putting his own reputation on the line. He said, “I promise that I’ll 

bless you with everything I have—bless and bless and bless!” Abraham 

stuck it out and got everything that had been promised to him. When 

people make promises, they guarantee them by appeal to some authority 

above them so that if there is any question that they’ll make good on the 

promise, the authority will back them up. When God wanted to 

guarantee his promises, he gave his word, a rock-solid guarantee—

God can’t break his word. And because his word cannot change, the 

promise is likewise unchangeable. 18-20 We who have run for our very 

lives to God have every reason to grab the promised hope with both hands 

and never let go. It’s an unbreakable spiritual lifeline, reaching past all 

appearances right to the very presence of God where Jesus, running on 

ahead of us, has taken up his permanent post as high priest for us, in 

the order of Melchizedek.               Hebrews 6:13-20 (MSG paraphrase) 

 

 

______________ God _______________. 
…but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,   

21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  

Romans 4:20a-21 (NIV) 

 

________________ – “heavy”, “weighty”, “value” 
 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 

is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.   

II Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV) 


