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I You shall not steal. Exodus 20:15 (NAS) I

In establishing this boundary God protected the dignity
of the individual while providing for the security of the
community.

1. .

He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with
his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one
who has need. Ephesians 4:28 (NAS)

A. Respect for .
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. Genesis 2:15 (NIV)

For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is
not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. | Thessalonians 3:10 (NAS)

If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
| Timothy 5:8 (NIV)

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,
*knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance It
is the Lord Christ whom you serve. Colossians 3:23-24 (NAS)

B. Respect for .
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of
possible punishment but also because of conscience. ®This is also why you pay
taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to
governing. ‘Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. ®Let no
debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he
who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. *The commandments, "Do not
commit adultery,” "Do not murder,” "Do not steal,” "Do not covet,” and
whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule:
“Love your neighbor as yourself." °Love does no harm to its neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. Romans 13:4-10 (NIV)

2. .

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD
God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, "You shall
not eat from any tree of the garden'? Genesis 3:1 (NAS)

And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in
Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19 (NAS)

Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.
But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. "You must each
decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in
response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” ®And
God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. °As the
Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good
deeds will be remembered forever.” *°For God is the one who provides seed for
the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, He will provide and increase
your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. *Yes,
you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And
when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. '2So two
good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers
in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.
2 Corinthians 9:6-12 (NLT)

3. .
A

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12 (NIV)

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a
harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. ° Therefore, whenever we have the
opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family
of faith. Galatians 6:9-10 (NLT)

B.

As each of you has received a gift (a particular spiritual talent, a gracious
divine endowment), employ it for one another as [befits] good trustees of God's
many-sided grace [faithful stewards of the “extremely diverse powers and
gifts granted to Christians by unmerited favor]. | Peter 4:10 (AMP)

C.

’
Honor the Lord with your capital and sufficiency [from righteous labors] and
with the first fruits of all your income. Proverbs 3:9 (AMP)
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