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THE SAND Series:  Message #3 (Standing Up Under Trial) 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.    I Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) 
 

 

Biblical Truths Concerning Trials: 
 

1.  Trials Are A ________ Of _________. 
“I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”   

John 16:33 (NIV) 
 

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be 

compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25

"And the rain fell, 

and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and 

yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 
26

"Everyone who hears 

these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who 

built his house on the sand. 
27

"The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall."    

Matthew 7:24-27 (NAS) 
 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

despair; 
9
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

10
We 

always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 

may also be revealed in our body.                            II Corinthians 4:8-10 (NIV) 
 

 

 

2.  Trials ___________ My ___________.  
Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have 

peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 
2
 

Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved 

privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to 

sharing God’s glory.  
3
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and 

trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 
4
And endurance 

develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope 

of salvation. 
5
And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 

dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 

with His love.  
6
When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right 

time and died for us sinners.                                                Romans 5:1-6 (NLT) 

 



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
4
to obtain an inheritance which is 

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5
who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time.  
6
In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a 

little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  
7
so that 

the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, 

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 

honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
8
and though you have not seen Him, 

you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you 

greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.         I Peter 1:4-8 (NAS) 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an 

opportunity for great joy. 
3
For you know that when your faith is tested, your 

endurance has a chance to grow. 
4
So let it grow, for when your endurance is 

fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 
5
If you need 

wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to you. He will not rebuke 

you for asking. 
6
But when you ask Him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. 

Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the 

sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 
7
Such people should not expect to 

receive anything from the Lord. 
8
Their loyalty is divided between God and the 

world, and they are unstable in everything they do.               James 1:2-7 (NLT) 

 

 

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, 

that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those 

who love Him.                                                                            James 1:12 (NIV) 

 

 

"God uses suffering to purge sin from our lives, strengthen our 
commitment to Him, force us to depend on grace, bind us together 

with other believers, produce discernment, foster sensitivity, discipline 
our minds, spend our time wisely, stretch our hope, cause us to know 

Christ better, make us long for truth, lead us to repentance of sin, 
teach us to give thanks in time of sorrow, increase faith and strengthen 

character."   Joni Eareckson Tada 

 
3.  Trials Reveal God’s __________ 

And Ultimately What Is In ______. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36

As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. 
38

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39

 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 8:35-39 (NIV) 

 

At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May 

it not be held against them. 
17

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me 

strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 

Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. 
18

The Lord 

will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to His heavenly 

kingdom. To Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.    II Timothy 4:16-18 (NIV) 

 

 
 

As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time 

of my death is near. 
7
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and 

I have remained faithful. 
8
And now the prize awaits me—the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of 

His return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward 

to His appearing.                                                        II Timothy 4:6-8 (NAS) 

 

 

4.  God Never ____________ A ____________. 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise to the God of All Comfort. 
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
4
who 

comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 

the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 
5
 For just as we share abundantly 

in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.   

I Corinthians 1:2-5 (NIV) 

 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter.  
17

"If it be so, our 

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and 

He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  
18

"But even if He does not, let it be 

known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the 

golden image that you have set up."                                   Daniel 3:16-18 (NAS) 


