
4. A Negative Spirit ______________ Life. 

No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you 

may obey it. 
15

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

destruction. 
16

For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk 

in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you 

will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you 

are entering to possess.                                        Deuteronomy 30:14-16 (NIV) 
 

 

My/Our Story – How Does This Affect Me? 
 

 

 Choose ___________ over ______________. 
This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have 

set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that 

you and your children may live 
20

and that you may love the LORD your God, 

listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will 

give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob.                                                   Deuteronomy 30:19-20 (NIV) 
 

The tongue has the power of life and death,  

and those who love it will eat its fruit.  Proverbs 18:21 (NIV) 

 

 Choose ____________ over _____________. 
If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I 

give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on 

earth. 
2
All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey 

the LORD your God:                                                 Deuteronomy 28:1-2 (NIV) 

 

 

 Choose _____________ over ____________. 
(Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the 

face of the earth.)  Numbers 12:3 (NIV) 

 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.  

Proverbs 11:2 (NIV) 
 

 Choose __________ over __________. 
And Moses recited the words of this song from beginning to end in the 

hearing of the whole assembly of Israel:  Deuteronomy 31:30 (NIV) 
 

See: Deuteronomy 32 – (The Song Of Moses) 

 

This is the blessing that Moses the man of God pronounced on the Israelites 

before his death.  Deuteronomy 33:1 (NIV) 
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Review:   A Growing Relationship Requires: 

 A Priority To The Relationship 
 A Passion For The Relationship 

 A Place To Grow The Relationship 
 A Price To Be Paid For The Relationship 

Perspective is wrong when being on a journey with 
God is seen as worse than being a slave in Egypt.   

 

 
Wandering = “Living in the space between where I 

___________  and where I wanted to _________.” 
 

The LOWER Story – What Happened In History? 
 

Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, 

and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD 

burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 
2
When 

the people cried out to Moses, he prayed to the LORD and the fire died down. 
3
So that place was called Taberah,

 
because fire from the LORD had burned 

among them.  
4
The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the 

Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 
5
We remember 

the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions 

and garlic. 
6
But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this 

manna!”                                                                           Numbers 11:1-6 (NIV) 

 

Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, 

for he had married a Cushite. 
2
“Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” 

they asked. “Hasn’t he also spoken through us?” And the LORD heard this.  

Numbers 12:1-2 (NIV) 

 

They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, 

and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 
28

But the people who 

live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even 

saw descendants of Anak there. 
29

The Amalekites live in the Negev; the 

Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites 

live near the sea and along the Jordan.” 
30

Then Caleb silenced the people 

before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for 



we can certainly do it.” 
31

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We 

can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 
32

And they spread 

among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, 

“The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there 

are of great size. 
33

We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come 

from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we 

looked the same to them.”                                           Numbers 13:27-33 (NIV) 

 

So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned and made the 

whole community grumble against him by spreading a bad report about it— 
37 

these men who were responsible for spreading the bad report about the land 

were struck down and died of a plague before the LORD.  

Numbers 13:36-37 (NIV) 
 
 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 

27
“How long will this wicked 

community grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these 

grumbling Israelites. 
28

So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I 

will do to you the very thing I heard you say: 
29

In this wilderness your bodies 

will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the 

census and who has grumbled against me. 
30

Not one of you will enter the land 

I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of 

Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 
31

As for your children that you said would 

be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 
32

But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. 
33

Your children will 

be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the 

last of your bodies lies in the wilderness. 
34

For forty years—one year for each 

of the forty days you explored the land—you will suffer for your sins and 

know what it is like to have me against you.’ 
35

I, the LORD, have spoken, and I 

will surely do these things to this whole wicked community, which has 

banded together against me. They will meet their end in this wilderness; here 

they will die.”                                                              Numbers 14:26-35 (NIV) 

 

Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain 

Reubenites—Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—

became insolent
 
 

2
and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite 

men, well-known community leaders who had been appointed members of the 

council.                                                                           Numbers 16:1-2 (NIV) 

 

These were the waters of Meribah, where the Israelites quarreled with the 

LORD and where he was proved holy among them.  Numbers 20:13 (NIV) 

 

They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around 

Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 
5
they spoke against God 

and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to 

die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest 

this miserable food!”                                                         Exodus 21:4-5 (NIV) 

 

 

The UPPER Story – What Is God Doing? 
 

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may 

live and increase and may enter and possess the land the LORD promised on 

oath to your ancestors. 
2
Remember how the LORD your God led you all the 

way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to 

know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 
3
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, 

which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does 

not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the 

LORD. 
4
Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these 

forty years. 
5
Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the 

LORD your God disciplines you.                                 Deuteronomy 8:1-5(NIV) 

 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 

ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 
2
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 

3
They all ate 

the same spiritual food 
4
and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank 

from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 
5
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were 

scattered in the wilderness… 
10

And do not grumble, as some of them did—

and were killed by the destroying angel.  
11

These things happened to them as 

examples and were written down as warnings for us…     

I Corinthians 10:1-5; 10-11a (NIV) 

 

1. A Negative Spirit Is _______-_______. 
Rejoice always, 

17
pray continually, 

18
give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.                 I Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV) 

 

Worship is giving God glory for who he is, and for what he has 

done; Whining is ______________ who God is, and 

________________ what he has done. 
 

 

Negativity obscures God’s _____________. 
 

2. A Negative Spirit Is A Sign Of _________. 
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 

15
so that you may become 

blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked 

generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky.   

Philippians 2:14-15 (NIV) 

 

3.  A Negative Spirit Is A ______ Of ________. 
Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord… 

Numbers 11:1a (NIV) 


