
 Gilgal.” 
22 

But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, 

and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 
23 

For rebellion is like the sin of 

divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected 

the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king.”  I Samuel 15:20-23 (NIV) 

 

 
 

 

My/Our Story – How Does This Apply Today? 
 

 

 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions 

and sins, 
2 
in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 

the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient. 
3 
All of us also 

lived among them at one time, gratifying the 

cravings of our flesh
 
and following its desires and 

thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 

deserving of wrath.             Ephesians 2:1-3 (NIV)                                   

                                          
 

 

Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as 

people who live by the Spirit but as people who are 

still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 
2 
I gave you 

milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for 

it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 
3 
You are still 

worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling 

among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting 

like mere humans?            I Corinthians 3:1-3 (NIV) 

   

 

 

For we know that our old self was crucified with him 

so that the body ruled by sin might be done away 

with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—            

Romans 6:6 (NIV) 

                          

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 

him the name that is above every name, 
10 

that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father.                       Philippians 2:9-11 (NIV) 

  Pastor David Redmond                 June 02, 2013      

…Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the 

LORD.  I Samuel 2:21b (NIV) 
 

 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor 

with the LORD and with people. I Samuel 2:26 (NIV)
  

 

 
I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who will do according 

to what is in my heart and mind. I will firmly establish his 

priestly house, and they will minister before my anointed one 

always.                                                           I Samuel 2:35 (NIV) 

 
 

The LOWER Story – What Happened In History? 
 
 

 

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.   

Joshua 21:24 (NIV) 
 

Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no regard for the LORD. 

I Samuel 2:12 (NIV) 

 

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word 

of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.  I Samuel 3:1 (NIV) 

 

 

So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 
5 
They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now 

appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 
6 
But when they 

said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the 

LORD. 
7 
And the LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to 

you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 
8 
As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this 

day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 
9 
Now 

listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who 

will reign over them will claim as his rights.”                  I Samuel 8:4-9 (NIV) 

 
 

The UPPER Story – What Is God Doing? 
 

 



A Contrast In Leadership: Samuel and Saul 
Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named 

it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.” 
13 

So the Philistines 

were subdued and they stopped invading Israel’s territory. Throughout 

Samuel’s lifetime, the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines.  
I Samuel 7:12-13 (NIV) 

 

All the days of Saul there was bitter war with the Philistines, and whenever 

Saul saw a mighty or brave man, he took him into his service. 

I Samuel 14:52 (NIV) 

 

1. 
  Samuel Cultivated A Heart That  

_________________ God’s Word.   
The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

I Samuel 3:10 (NIV) 

 

 

  Saul Cultivated A Heart That  

__________________ God’s Word.  
I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I 

have not sought the LORD’s favor.’ So I felt compelled to offer the burnt 

offering.” 
13 

“You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not 

kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have 

established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 
14 

But now your kingdom 

will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and 

appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the LORD’s 

command.”                                                               I Samuel 13:12-14 (NIV) 
 

 

2. 

  Samuel Cultivated A Heart Of 

Complete _________________________. 
When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the LORD. 

22 
The LORD answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” 

I Samuel 8:21-22 (NIV) 

 

Everything hinges on obedience.  

 If you cannot obey you cannot command. 

  Saul Cultivated A Heart Of    

___________ /___________ Obedience. 
Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 

11
“I regret that I have made Saul 

king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my 

instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the LORD all that night. 
12 

Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, 

“Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor 

and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.” 
13 

When Samuel reached him, 

Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’s instructions.” 
14 

But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is 

this lowing of cattle that I hear?” 
15 

Saul answered, “The soldiers brought 

them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to 

sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.” 
16 

“Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the LORD said to me 

last night.”                                                                 I Samuel 15:10-16 (NIV) 
 

 

______________ Obedience Is _______________. 
 

3. 
  Samuel Developed A Heart That 

_____________ With The Truth. 
The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words 

fall to the ground. 
20 

And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that 

Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 
21 

The LORD continued to 

appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.  

I Samuel 3:19-21 (NIV) 

 

For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the 

LORD was pleased to make you his own. 
23 

As for me, far be it from me that I 

should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you 

the way that is good and right. 
24 

But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him 

faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 
25 

Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will perish.”                            

I Samuel 12:22-25 (NIV) 

 

 

  Saul Developed A Heart That 

_________________ The Truth. 
 
“But I did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD 

assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag 

their king. 
21 

The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of 

what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at  


