
 

My/Our Story – How Does This Apply Today? 
 

 

 Get rid of anything that _____________ 
my ________________. 

Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 

entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 
2 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.   

Hebrews 12:1b-2a (NIV) 
 

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil;  

He who watches his way preserves his life.  Proverbs 16:7 (NIV) 
 

 Listen to __________ ____________. 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction.                                                                                             Proverbs 1:7 (NIV) 
 

The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful.  
15 

The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice.  

Proverbs 12:5; 15 (NIV) 
 

Plans are established by seeking advice; so if you wage war, obtain guidance.   

Proverbs 20:18 (NIV) 
 

 Walk with __________, one ___________ at 
a time. 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.   

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 
 

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 
24 

For whoever wants 

to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.  

Luke 9:23-24 (NIV) 

 

 Connect with someone who is building a 
___________ _________ and let them help 
you build yours. 

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put 

it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.  Philippians 4:9 (NIV) 

 
We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what 

you hope for may be fully realized. 
12 

We do not want you to become lazy, but 

to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been 

promised.                                                                      Hebrews 6:11-12 (NIV) 

 
 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.          Hebrews 13:7 (NIV) 
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The LOWER Story – What Happened In History 
 

 

 
Now Jeroboam was a man of standing, and when Solomon saw how well the 

young man did his work, he put him in charge of the whole labor force of the 

tribes of Joseph.                                                                 I Kings 11:28 (NIV) 
 

If you do whatever I command you and walk in obedience to me and do what 

is right in my eyes by obeying my decrees and commands, as David my 

servant did, I will be with you. I will build you a dynasty as enduring as the 

one I built for David and will give Israel to you.             II Kings 11:38 (NIV) 
 

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to make him king. 
2
When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was still in Egypt, where he had 

fled from King Solomon), he returned from
 

Egypt. 
3
So they sent for 

Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel went to Rehoboam and 

said to him: 
4
“Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh 

labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.”  
5
Rehoboam 

answered, “Go away for three days and then come back to me.” So the people 

went away.                                                                   I Kings 12:1-5 (NIV) 
 

Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, as the 

king had said, “Come back to me in three days.” 
13

The king answered the 

people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the elders, 
14

he followed 

the advice of the young men and said, “My father made your yoke heavy; I 

will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge 

you with scorpions.” 
15

So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of 

events was from the LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD had spoken to 

Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite.   I Kings 12:12-15 (NIV) 

 

When all Israel saw that the king refused to 

listen to them, they answered the king:  

“What share do we have in David, what part 

in Jesse’s son? To your tents, Israel!  Look 

after your own house, David!”  So the 

Israelites went home.  
17

But as for the 

Israelites who were living in the towns of 

Judah, Rehoboam still ruled over 

them. 
 20

When all the Israelites heard that 

Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called 

him to the assembly and made him king over 

all Israel…         I Kings 12:16-17; 20a (NIV) 



The Northern Kingdom – Israel/Ephriam (10 tribes) 
Jeroboam thought to himself, “The kingdom will now likely revert to the 

house of David. 
27

If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the 

LORD in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, 

Rehoboam  king of  Judah.  They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam.” 
28

After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the 

people, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, 

Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
29

One he set up in Bethel, and the 

other in Dan. 
30

And this thing became a sin; the people came to worship the one 

at Bethel and went as far as Dan to worship the other. I Kings 12:26-30 (NIV) 
 

By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as 

Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an offering. 
2
By the word of the 

LORD he cried out against the altar: “Altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: 

‘A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will 

sacrifice the priests of the high places who make offerings here, and human 

bones will be burned on you.’” 
3
That same day the man of God gave a sign: 

“This is the sign the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the 

ashes on it will be poured out.”  I Kings 13:1-3 (NIV)  see: II Kings 23:15-23 

 

 
Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more 

appointed priests for the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who 

wanted to become a priest he consecrated for the high places. 
34

This was the 

sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to its destruction 

from the face of the earth.                                             I Kings 13:33-34 (NIV) 
 

The Southern Kingdom – Judah (2 Tribes) 
After Rehoboam’s position as king was established and he had become strong, 

he and all Israel
 
with him abandoned the law of the LORD. 

2
Because they had 

been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem in the 

fifth year of King Rehoboam.                                II Chronicles 12:1-2 (NIV) 
 

 
Rehoboam son of Solomon was king in Judah…

 
Judah did evil in the eyes of 

the LORD. By the sins they committed they stirred up his jealous anger more 

than those who were before them had done. 
23

They also set up for themselves 

high places, sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under 

every spreading tree. 
24

There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; the 

people engaged in all the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had 

driven out before the Israelites.                              I Kings 14:21a;23-24 (NIV) 
 
9
In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa became king of Judah, 

-
  

11
Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as his father David had 

done. 
12

He expelled the male shrine prostitutes from the land and got rid of all 

the idols his ancestors had made. 
13

He even deposed his grandmother Maakah 

from her position as queen mother, because she had made a repulsive image 

for the worship of Asherah. Asa cut it down and burned it in the Kidron 

Valley. 
14

Although he did not remove the high places, Asa’s heart was fully 

committed to the LORD all his life. 
15

He brought into the temple of the LORD 

the silver and gold and the articles that he and his father had dedicated.   

I Kings 16:9;11-15 (NIV) 

 

The UPPER Story – What Is God Doing? 
 

 

 Present _____________ will one day be the 
________ to which future generations will 
be able to trace their ___________________ 
or _________________. 

 

Jeroboam introduced hardship into future generations. 
“the sins of Jeroboam, which he had caused Israel to commit.” 

1 Kings 14:16      1 Kings 16:26      2 Kings 10:31      2 Kings 14:24      2 Kings 15:28      

1 Kings 15:30      1 Kings 22:52      2 Kings 13:2      2 Kings 15:9      2 Kings 17:21      

1 Kings 15:34      2 Kings 3:3      2 Kings 13:6      2 Kings 15:18      2 Kings 23:15      

1 Kings 16:2      2 Kings 10:29      2 Kings 13:11      2 Kings 15:24         

 

David introduced blessing into future generations. 
Nevertheless, for David’s sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in 

Jerusalem by raising up a son to succeed him and by making Jerusalem 

strong.                                                                               I Kings 15:4 (NIV) 
 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna
 
to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”                           Matthew 21:9 (NIV) 
 

 God gives each of us the _______________ 
to decide the _______________ we live and 
the ____________ we leave.  

II Kings 11:38  -  I Kings 16:11-15 

 

 God is _________________ _______________ .  
David also said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous, and do the 

work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with 

you. He will not fail you or forsake you…              II Chronicles 28:20a (NIV) 

 

For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose 

hearts are fully committed to him…II Chronicles 16:9a (NIV) 

 

God’s faithfulness is revealed through…  

His ______________; His _______________;  

His ______________ ; His _______________. 
 

He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 
8 

He remembers 

his covenant forever, the promise he made, for a thousand generations.  

Psalm 105:7-8 (NIV) 


