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The writing prophets may be divided into four groups: 

 

 Prophets of Israel – Jonah, Amos, and Hosea 

 

 Prophets of Judah – Obadiah, Joel, Isaiah, 

Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk 

 

 Exilic Prophets – Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel 

 

 Post-exilic Prophets – Haggai, Zechariah, and 

Malachi 
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At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: 

“LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you 

are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at 

your command. 
37

Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know 

that you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.”                                                    

I Kings 18:36-37 (NIV) 

 

 

The LOWER Story  
 

 

 

The Story Of Humanity Is One Of  
__________ ____________. 

 
“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  Genesis 3:5 (NIV) 
 

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served 

created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.  

Romans 1:25 (NIV) 
 

“The human heart is an idol factory that takes good things like a successful 
career, love, material possessions, even family, and turns them into ultimate 
things. Our hearts deify them as the center of our lives, because, we think, 
they can give us significance and security, safety and fulfillment, if we attain 

them.”                                                    – Timothy J. Keller in Counterfeit Gods   

 

Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between 

two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow 

him.” But the people said nothing.                                     I Kings 18:21 (NIV) 

 

There he went into a cave and spent the night.  And the word of the LORD 

came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10

He replied, “I have been 

very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your 

covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the 

sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
11

The 

LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, 

for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the 

mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was 

not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not 

in the earthquake. 
12

After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in 
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the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 
13

When Elijah heard it, he 

pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.  

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14

He replied, “I 

have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have 

rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death 

with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”   

I Kings 19:9-14 (NIV) 

 

________ My Heart With The___________ Of God. 
“Be still, and know that I am God!  Psalm 46:10a (NIV) 

 

 

Identifying Potential Idols In My Life 
Adapted from David Powlison (Seeing With New Eyes) 

1. What do I worry about most? What scares me? 

2. What, if I failed or lost it, would cause me to feel that I did not 

even want to live? 

3. What do I use to comfort myself when things go bad or get 

difficult?  

4. What do I do to cope? What are my release valves? What do I do 

to feel better? Where do I go when I get hurt or when life gets 

hard? 

5. What preoccupies me? What do I daydream about?  What gets my 

attention?  Where does my mind most naturally drift toward? 

6. What makes me feel the most self-worth? Of what am I the 

proudest? For what do I want to be known?  Whose attention do I 

long for? 

7. What do I lead with in conversations?  What dominates my 

thinking? 

8. Early on what do I want to make sure that people know about me? 

9. What prayer, unanswered, would make me seriously think about 

turning away from God? 

10. What do I really want and expect out of life? What would really 

make me happy? What disappoints me the most right now? 

11. What is my hope for the future? What do I sacrifice time, money, 

and effort for? 

12. What do you blog, tweet or post the most about on social 

networks? 

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next 

morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, 

my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked. 
16 

“Don’t be afraid,” the 

prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.” 
17 

And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then 

the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of 

horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.                 II Kings 6:15-17 (NIV) 

_________ My Heart With The __________ Of God. 
Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
26

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 

portion forever. 
- 28

But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the 

Sovereign LORD my refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.  Psalm 73:25-26; 28 

 

 
 

 

The UPPER Story – What Is God Doing? 
 

 

The Story Of God Is One That Demonstrates 
That God Is  __________ And ___________  
About _________ Back Our ____________. 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2
But 

the more they were called, the more they went away from me.  They 

sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images.  
3
It was I who 

taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realize it 

was I who healed them. 
4
I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of 

love. To them I was like one who lifts a little child to the cheek, and I bent 

down to feed them. 
5
“Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyria rule 

over them because they refuse to repent?  
6
A sword will flash in their cities; it 

will devour their false prophets and put an end to their plans. 
7
My people are 

determined to turn from me. Even though they call me God Most High, I will 

by no means exalt them.                                                      Hosea 11:1-7 (NIV) 

 

 

“I gave you empty stomachs in every city and lack of bread in every town, yet 

you have not returned to me,” declares the LORD. 
7
“I also withheld rain from 

you when the harvest was still three months away. I sent rain on one town, but 

withheld it from another. One field had rain; another had none and dried up. 
8
People staggered from town to town for water but did not get enough to 

drink, yet you have not returned to me,” declares the LORD.  

Amos 4:6-8 (NIV) 

 

 

Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for your sins have brought you down. 
2
Bring your confessions, and return to the LORD.  Say to him, “Forgive all our 

sins and graciously receive us, so that we may offer you our praises.  
4
The 

LORD says, “Then I will heal you of your faithlessness; my love will know no 

bounds, for my anger will be gone forever. 
8
“O Israel, stay away from idols! 

I am the one who answers your prayers and cares for you. I am like a tree that 

is always green; all your fruit comes from me.” 
9
Let those who are wise  

understand these things.  Let those with discernment listen carefully. The 

paths of the LORD are true and right, and righteous people live by walking in 

them. But in those paths sinners stumble and fall.     Hosea 14:1-2;4;8-9(NLT) 


