
 
 

 

My/Our Story – How Does This Apply Today? 
 
 

 

 

The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me 

back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the 

valley, bones that were very dry. 
3
He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 

live?” I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
4
Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD! 
5
This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make 

breath enter you, and you will come to life. 
6
I will attach tendons to you and 

make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, 

and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 
7
So I 

prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a 

noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 
8
I looked, 

and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was 

no breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 

son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, 

breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 
10

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came 

to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
11

Then he said to me: “Son of 

man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up 

and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy and say to them: 

‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your 

graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13

Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves and bring you up from them. 
14

I will put my Spirit in you and you will 

live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the 

LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”   

Ezekiel 37:1-10 (NIV) 
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The LOWER Story – What Happened In History 
 

 

Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel… 
3
He did what was right in 

the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done.  
4
He held fast to the 

LORD and did not stop following him; he kept the commands the LORD had 

given Moses.                                                             II Kings 18:5a; 3-4(NIV) 

     

As for the other events of Hezekiah’s reign, all his achievements and how he 

made the pool and the tunnel by which he brought water into the city, are they 

not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? 
21

Hezekiah rested 

with his ancestors. And Manasseh his son succeeded him as king.  
1
Manasseh 

was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-

five years. His mother’s name was Hephzibah. 
2
He did evil in the eyes of the 

LORD, following the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven 

out before the Israelites.                               II Kings 20:20-21; 21:1a-2 (NIV) 
 

 

The Remaining Kings of Judah 
Amon – Josiah – Jehoahaz – Jehoiakim – Jehoiachin - Zedekiah 

(642-640)   (640-609)      (609)          (609-598)       (598-597)      (597-586) 
 

 

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in 

Jerusalem eleven years. 
12

He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God and did 

not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke the word of the 

LORD. 
13

He also rebelled against 

King Nebuchadnezzar, who had 

made him take an oath in God’s 

name. He became stiff-necked 

and hardened his heart and 

would not turn to the LORD, the 

God of Israel. 
14

Furthermore, all 

the leaders of the priests and the 

people became more and more 

unfaithful, following all the 

detestable practices of the 

nations and defiling the temple 

of the LORD, which he had 

consecrated in Jerusalem.  

II Chronicles 36:11-14 (NIV) 

 

The Kingdoms 
Fall Ch. 17 



The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them through his 

messengers again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his 

dwelling place. 
16 

But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his words and 

scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused against his 

people and there was no remedy.                                 II Kings 25:15-16 (NIV) 
 

 

The UPPER Story – What Is God Doing? 
 
 

 

In the midst of moral decline… 
 

 

 God continues ________ His __________. 
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5
“Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew
 
you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 

prophet to the nations.” 
6
“Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how 

to speak; I am too young.” 
7
But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too 

young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command 

you. 
8
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 

declares the LORD. 
9
Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my 

mouth and said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 
10

See, today I 

appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy 

and overthrow, to build and to plant.”                            Jeremiah 1:1-10 (NIV) 
 

 

 

 God is ________________ in His love. 
Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But my 

people have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols. 
12

Be appalled 

at this, you heavens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the LORD. 
13

“My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of 

living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold 

water.                                                                             Jeremiah 2:11-13 (NIV) 
 

 

 

 God is faithful in His ________________. 
I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 

20
I 

well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 
21

Yet this I call to 

mind and therefore I have hope: 
22

Because of the LORD’s great love we are 

not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
23

They are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness. 
24

I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; 

therefore I will wait for him.”  
25

The LORD is good to those whose hope is in 

him, to the one who seeks him; 
26

it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of 

the LORD.                                                               Lamentations 3:19-26 (NIV) 

 

 God is faithful in ________________. 
This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, 

I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 
11

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
12

Then you will 

call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
13

You will seek 

me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
14

I will be found by 

you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will 

gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” 

declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried 

you into exile.”                                                           Jeremiah 29:10-14 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 God is faithful in His ________________. 
And the word of the LORD came to me saying, 

2
“Son of man, set your face 

toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them 
3
and say, 

‘Mountains of Israel, listen to the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord 

GOD to the mountains, the hills, the ravines and the valleys: “Behold, I Myself 

am going to bring a sword on you, and I will destroy your high places. 
4
So 

your altars will become desolate and your incense altars will be smashed; and 

I will make your slain fall in front of your idols. 
5
I will also lay the dead 

bodies of the sons of Israel in front of their idols; and I will scatter your bones 

around your altars. 
6
In all your dwellings, cities will become waste and the 

high places will be desolate, that your altars may become waste and desolate, 

your idols may be broken and brought to an end, your incense altars may be 

cut down, and your works may be blotted out. 
7
The slain will fall among you, 

and you will know that I am the LORD.                               Ezekiel 6:1-7 (NIV) 

 

 

God _______________ and __________________. 
“Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is 

not for your sake, people of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for 

the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where 

you have gone. 
23

I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been 

profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then 

the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Sovereign LORD, when 

I am proved holy through you before their eyes. 
24

“‘For I will take you out of 

the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into 

your own land. 
25

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I 

will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 
26

I will give 

you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your 

heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
27

And I will put my Spirit in you 

and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 
28

Then 

you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I 

will be your God.                                                           Ezekiel 36:22-28 (NIV) 


