
 

My/Our Story – How Does This Apply Today? 
 
 
 

 Live with a growing _________________ 

of God’s ____________________. 
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 
20 

you were bought at 

a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.  I Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) 
 

So humble yourselves before God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
8 
Come close to God, and God will come close to you. 

Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts,  

for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. James 4:7-8 (NIV) 
 

 Make ___________________ with God the 
central _________________ in your life. 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 

Place by the blood of Jesus, 
20 

by a new and living way opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, his body, 
21 

and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22 

let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 

brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 

having our bodies washed with pure water. 
23 

Let us hold unswervingly to the 

hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 
24 

And let us consider how we 

may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 

not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.                      Hebrews 10:19-25 (NIV) 
 

 Embrace the ___________ as essential 
to your _________ and God’s __________. 

 
…You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of 

God’s family. 
20 

Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles 

and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 
21 

We are carefully 

joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 
22 

Through him you 

Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.                                                                           

Ephesians 2:19-22 (NLT) 
 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  

 I Corinthians 12:27 (NIV) 
 

You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was 

rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor. 
5
And you are living 

stones that God is building into his spiritual temple...
9b

for you are a chosen people. 

You are royal priests,
 
a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you 

can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into 

his wonderful light. 
10 

“Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s 

people. Once you received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.”   

I Peter 2:4-5a;9b-10 (NLT) 
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The LOWER Story – What Happened In History 
 
 

 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a 

proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 
2 
“This is what 

Cyrus king of Persia says: “‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at 

Jerusalem in Judah. 
3 
Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in 

Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in 

Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. 
4 
And in any locality where survivors 

may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver and gold, with 

goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in 

Jerusalem.’”  
5 
Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and 

Levites—everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the 

house of the LORD in Jerusalem.                                              Ezra 1:1-5 (NIV) 

.                              
 

Three different groups returned home to Jerusalem: 
  Zerubbabel in 538-515 B.C. led the Temple to be rebuilt and we read 

about this in Ezra 1-6.  This was what we read in Ch. 19 of The Story. 

 About 57 years later a second group returned to the homeland under the 

leadership of Ezra (458-456). Ezra led the people in a spiritual revival 

and a renewed commitment to God. This is recorded in Ezra 7-10. 

 Then about 12 years after that a third group returned under the leadership 

of Nehemiah (444-432) who led the people to rebuild the walls around 

the city of Jerusalem. This is recorded in the book of Nehemiah. 
 

 

When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the 

people assembled together as one in Jerusalem. 
2 
Then Joshua son of Jozadak and 

his fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates began to 

build the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance 

with what is written in the Law of Moses the man of God. 
3 
Despite their fear of 

the peoples around them, they built the altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt 

offerings on it to the LORD, both the morning and evening sacrifices. 
4 
Then in 

accordance with what is written, they celebrated the Festival of Tabernacles with 

the required number of burnt offerings prescribed for each day. 
5 
After that, they 

presented the regular burnt offerings, the New Moon sacrifices and the sacrifices 

for all the appointed sacred festivals of the LORD, as well as those brought as 

freewill offerings to the LORD. 
6 
On the first day of the seventh month they began 

to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, though the foundation of the LORD’s temple 

had not yet been laid.                                                                     Ezra 3:1-5 (NIV) 

The Return 
Home Ch. 19 



In the second month of the second year after their arrival at the house of God in 

Jerusalem, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak and the rest of the 

people (the priests and the Levites and all who had returned from the captivity to 

Jerusalem) began the work. They appointed Levites twenty years old and older to 

supervise the building of the house of the LORD. - 
10 

When the builders laid the 

foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments and with 

trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to 

praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel. 
11 

With praise and 

thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: “He is good; his love toward Israel endures 

forever.” And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the 

foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 
12 

But many of the older priests and 

Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they 

saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 
13 

No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of 

weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far 

away.                                                                                       Ezra 3:8,10-13 (NIV) 

 

Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make 

them afraid to go on building. 
5 
They bribed officials to work against them and 

frustrate their plans during the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down to 

the reign of Darius king of Persia. - 
24 

Thus the work on the house of God in 

Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of 

Persia.                                                                                        Ezra 4:4-5; 24 (NIV) 

 
 

 

The UPPER Story – What Is God Doing? 
 
 

   
 

 God’s passion is to live in close 

____________ with His ______________. 
 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in 

the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees 

of the garden. 
9 
But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”   

Genesis 3:8-9 (NIV) 

 
 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 

now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 
‘He will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 

order of things has passed away.”
5 
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am 

making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.”                                                       Revelation 21:3-5 (NIV) 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 

 who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 (NIV) 

 God will not __________________ for 

________________ place. 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet 

come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” 
3 
Then the word of the LORD came through 

the prophet Haggai: 
4 
“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled 

houses, while this house remains a ruin?”
5 
Now this is what the LORD Almighty 

says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 
6 
You have planted much, but harvested 

little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You 

put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with 

holes in it.” 
 
7 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 

8 
Go 

up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may 

take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 
9 
“You expected much, but 

see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” 

declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while 

each of you is busy with your own house. 
10 

Therefore, because of you the heavens 

have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 
11 

I called for a drought on the 

fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything 

else the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your 

hands.” 
 
12 

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and 

the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the 

message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And 

the people feared the LORD. 
 
13 

Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the 

people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD. 
14 

So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of 

Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They 

came and began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 
15 

on the 

twenty-fourth day of the sixth month.                                 Haggai 1:2-15 (NIV) 
 

“If you put first things first, you get second things thrown in.  
But if you put second things first, you lose both first and second 

things.” C.S. Lewis 

 

 God uses His ________________ to 

reveal His _____________ and plan in 
this world. 

 
In that day, says the Lord of hosts, will I take you, O Zerubbabel, My servant, the 

son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and will make you [through the Messiah, your 

descendant] My signet ring; for I have chosen you [as the one with whom to renew 

My covenant to David’s line], says the Lord of hosts.               Haggai 2:23 (AMP) 
 
 


