
 

The Upper Story - My/Our Story  
 
 
 

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 

    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 

    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. Isaiah 58:12 (NIV)  

 

God calls His people in every 

generation to be part of His story: 
 

Rebuild:  
 

______________ The ________________  

Of Believers. 

 

Restore: 
 

_________________ Jesus Christ 
 In Our _______________ Lives 

 

God’s Word, Prayer, Worship, 
Priorities, Family, Resources, People  

 

Renew: 
 

______________ His _____________ With 

Everyone! 
 

God says, “Rebuild the road! Clear away the rocks and stones 

so my people can return from captivity.” 
15 

The high and lofty 

one who lives in eternity, the Holy One, says this: “I live in the 

high and holy place with those whose spirits are contrite and 

humble. I restore the crushed spirit of the humble and revive the 

courage of those with repentant hearts.      Isaiah 57:14-15 (NLT) 
 

 
Messages in “The Story” series are available at:  concordiawesleyan.com 

. 
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The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD 

has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent 

me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 

captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,
2 

to proclaim 

the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our 

God, to comfort all who mourn, 
3
and provide for those who 

grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 

ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 

instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his 

splendor.                                                          Isaiah 61:1-3 (NIV) 

 

They will _____________ the ancient ruins and 

_____________ the places long devastated; they will 

________________ the ruined cities that have been 

devastated for generations.             Isaiah 61:4 (NIV) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

BOOK 
 

 

TIME 
 

CHARACTER 
 

PURPOSE 

 

Ezra 

Ch. 1-6 

 

538-516 

B.C. 

 

 
Zerubbabel 

Joshua 

 

Rebuild The  

Temple 

 
Esther 

 

485-473 
B.C. 

 

 
Esther 

Mordecai 

 

Rescue  
Of The Jews 

 

Ezra 
Ch. 7-10 

 

 

458-457 
B.C. 

 

 
Ezra 

 

Restoration  
Of Jews 

 
Nehemiah 
Malachi 

 

 

445-425 
B.C. 

 

Nehemiah/Ezra 
Malachi 

Reconstruction Of 
Walls – Renewal Of 

The Covenant 

Rebuilding The Walls 
Ch. 21 



 

The LOWER STORY – What Happened In History? 
 

 

EZRA 

After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia… 
6
Ezra came up 

from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the 

LORD, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him everything he 

asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him. 
7 
Some of the Israelites, 

including priests, Levites, musicians, gatekeepers and temple servants, also came 

up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.  
8 
Ezra arrived in 

Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king. 
9 
He had begun his 

journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in 

Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was 

on him. 
10 

For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of 

the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.       Ezra 7:1a;6-10 (NIV) 

.                                                                                  

But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in leaving us a 

remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to 

our eyes and a little relief in our bondage. 
9 
Though we are slaves, our God has not 

forsaken us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of 

Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God and repair its 

ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah and Jerusalem. 
10 

“But 

now, our God, what can we say after this? For we have forsaken the commands 
11 

you gave through your servants the prophets when you said: ‘The land you are 

entering to possess is a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their 

detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from one end to the 

other.                                                                                         Ezra 9:8-11 (NIV) 

 

While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down 

before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites—men, women and children—

gathered around him. They too wept bitterly.                               Ezra 10:1 (NIV) 
 
 

NEHEMIAH 

Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 

gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and 

we will no longer be in disgrace.” 
18 

I also told them about the gracious hand of 

my God on me and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let us start 

rebuilding.” So they began this good work.                      Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NIV) 

 
6 
So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked 

with all their heart. 
21 

So we continued the work with half the men holding spears, 

from the first light of dawn till the stars came out. 
22 

At that time I also said to the 

people, “Have every man and his helper stay inside Jerusalem at night, so they can 

serve us as guards by night and as workers by day.” 
23 

Neither I nor my brothers 

nor my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, 

even when he went for water.                                        Nehemiah 4:6;21-23 (NIV) 

 
 
So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days.

16 
When 

all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost 

their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the 

help of our God.                                                           Nehemiah 6: 15-16 (NIV) 

Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the 

occasion…
5 
Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was 

standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 
6 
Ezra praised 

the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 

“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces 

to the ground. 
8 
They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and 

giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read.                                                         

Nehemiah 8:4a;5-6;8 (NIV) 
 

On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, 

fasting and wearing sackcloth and putting dust on their heads. 
2 
Those of Israelite 

descent had separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood in their places 

and confessed their sins and the sins of their ancestors. 
3 
They stood where they 

were and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of 

the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in worshiping the LORD their 

God.                                                                             Nehemiah 9:1-3 (NIV) 
 
 
“Now therefore, our God, the great God, mighty and awesome, who keeps his 

covenant of love, do not let all this hardship seem trifling in your eyes—the 

hardship that has come on us, on our kings and leaders, on our priests and 

prophets, on our ancestors and all your people, from the days of the kings of 

Assyria until today. 
33 

In all that has happened to us, you have remained righteous; 

you have acted faithfully, while we acted wickedly. 
34 

Our kings, our leaders, our 

priests and our ancestors did not follow your law; they did not pay attention to 

your commands or the statutes you warned them to keep. 
35 

Even while they were 

in their kingdom, enjoying your great goodness to them in the spacious and fertile 

land you gave them, they did not serve you or turn from their evil ways. 
36 

“But 

see, we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so they could 

eat its fruit and the other good things it produces. 
37 

Because of our sins, its 

abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule over our 

bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress. 
38 

“In view of all this, 

we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our 

Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.”
 
       Nehemiah 9:32-38 (NIV) 

 

…“We will not neglect the house of our God.”  Nehemiah 10:39b (NIV) 

MALACHI 
 
“I have loved you,” says the LORD. “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’… 

Malachi 1:1-2a (NIV) 
 

Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened 

and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those 

who feared the LORD and honored his name. 
17 

“On the day when I act,” says the 

LORD Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as a 

father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. 
18 

And you will again 

see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve 

God and those who do not.                                                    Malachi 3:16-18 (NIV) 
 

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at 

Horeb for all Israel. 
5 
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great 

and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 
6 
He will turn the hearts of the parents to 

their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come 

and strike the land with total destruction.”                           Malachi 4:4-6 (NIV) 


