You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for
the ungodly. " Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a
good person someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
¥ Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God’s wrath through him! Y Eor if, while we were God’s enemies,
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! ** Not only is this
so0, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.

12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through
sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned—"To be
sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged
against anyone’s account where there is no law. ** Nevertheless, death reigned
from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin
by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.

> But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of
the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! ® Nor can the gift
of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed
one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and
brought justification. *’ For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ! Romans 5:6-17 (NIV)
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But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

“Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand
on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” Luke 22:53 (NIV)

The Way Of The Cross Is A Call...

1. To .

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. John 13:1 (NIV)

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am.
“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. | have set you an example that you should do as |
have done for you. ®Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. ' Now that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” John 13 :13-17 (NIV)

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 (NIV)

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
®Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage; ‘rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death—even death on a cross! °Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, *and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV)



2. To .

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said
to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” ¥ He took Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and
troubled. ¥ Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to
the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” *Going a little
farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
Matthew 26:36-39 (NIV)

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met
there with his disciples. ®So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment
of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They
were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.* Jesus, knowing all that was
going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you
want?”” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas
the traitor was standing there with them.) ® When Jesus said, “I am he,” they
drew back and fell to the ground. John18:2-6 (NI1V)

But Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”
*Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the
elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come
with swords and clubs? ** Every day | was with you in the temple courts, and
you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.”

Luke 22:48; 52-53 (N1V)

“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power
either to free you or to crucify you?” ™ Jesus answered, “You would have no
power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” John 19:10-11 (NIV)

In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders
mocked him. *? “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s
the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will
believe in him. **He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him,
for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” Matthew 27:41-43(NIV)

3. To .

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along
with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. *Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots. * The people stood watching, and the
rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself
if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” ** The soldiers also came up and
mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar * and said, “If you are the king
of the Jews, save yourself.” Luke 23:33-37 (NIV)

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. Mark 15:25 (NIV)

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
% And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi,
lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?). Mark 15:33-34 (N1V)

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. John 19:30 (NIV)

“It is finished” = in

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. ® The curtain of the temple was torn
in two from top to bottom. * And when the centurion, who stood there in
front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of
God!” Mark 15:37-38 (NIV)

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. Hebrews 9:22 (NIV)

Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, *® so
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting
for him. Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV)



