
“It is better to fail in a cause that will ultimately succeed than to 

succeed in a cause that will ultimately fail.”  (Peter Marshall) 

 
 

Jesus gives _______________ and  
_____________ to failure. 

 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat. 32 But I have 

pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when 

you have repented and turned to me again, strengthen your brothers.”   

Luke 22:31-32 (NLT) 

 

 

A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 

hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know 

everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.”  

John 21:17 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. 16 But 

God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example 

of his great patience with even the worst sinners. Then others will realize 

that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life.   

I Timothy 1:15-16 (NLT) 
 

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the 

strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done 

them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 

arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who 

strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, 

because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who 

does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, 

the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at 

the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who 

at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his 

place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither 

know victory nor defeat.”                                ― Theodore Roosevelt 

 

Sermons are available in audio at:  www.concordiawesleyan.com 

 

Teach me Your way, O LORD, and I will walk in Your truth; 

give me an undivided heart, that I may fear Your name. 

Psalm 86:11 (NIV) 
 

When we arrived in Macedonia, there was no rest for us. We 

faced conflict from every direction, with battles on the outside 

and fear on the inside. 6 But God, who encourages those who 

are discouraged, encouraged us by the arrival of Titus.   

II Corinthians 7:5-6 (NLT) 
 

Observations about the failure: 
 

 Everyone has ____________. 
 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.  

Romans 3:23 (NLT) 

 

For we all often stumble and fall and offend in many things.   

James 3:2a (AMP) 

 

 My failures do not keep __________ 
from _____________ me. 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8 (NIV) 

 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 

Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  

II Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV) 
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 The fear of failure can cause an 
individual to stop taking _______, but not 
taking risk ultimately leads to __________. 

 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to 

come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who 

sincerely seek him.                                                               Hebrews 11:6 (NLT) 

 

“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 

knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 

gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out 

and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 26 “His 

master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where 

I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, 

you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I 

returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 “‘So take the bag of 

gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has 

will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 

have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that 

worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’                                                Matthew 25:24-30 (NIV) 

 

 

 Failure is not ______________, it is a 
part of growing in _______________. 

- Peter sank when he took his eyes off Jesus—Matthew 14:30 

- Peter verbally rebuked Jesus —Matthew 16:22-23  

- Peter refused (at first) for Jesus to wash his feet—John 13:8 

- Peter slept through prayer in the Garden—Matthew 26:40-43 

- Peter, trying to defend Jesus, cut off Malchus’ ear—John 18:10 

- Peter, said he would never deny Jesus and would even die for him.  

Luke 22:33 

- Peter denied Jesus three different times—John 18:15-18; 25-27 

- Peter quit the ministry and returned to fishing—John 21:3 

- Peter was hypocritical about fellowshipping with Gentile 

believers—Galatians 2:11-14 

 

 

But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to 

them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you and give heed to my words. -- 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel 

know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus 

whom you crucified.”                                                          Acts 2: 14; 36 (NAS) 

How did Jesus respond to failure? 
Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave 

this world and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his 

ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the very end.  John 13:1 (NLT) 

 

Jesus ________________ people  
with their failure. 

 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean 

the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-

indulgence.”                                                                        Matthew 23:25 (NIV) 

 

“Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her. 17 “I don’t have a husband,” the 

woman replied. Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband—18 for 

you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re 

living with now. You certainly spoke the truth!”             John 4:16-18 (NLT) 
 

 

 

Jesus offers ____________ beyond 
___________. 

Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your 

accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 11 “No, Lord,” she said. 

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”       John 8:10-11 (NLT) 

 

 

Jesus ___________________ faith in the 
midst of failure. 

About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the 

water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were 

terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to 

them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 28 Then 

Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking 

on the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the 

boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong 

wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he 

shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so 

little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 32 When they climbed 

back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him. 

“You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.   Matthew 14:25-33 (NLT) 

 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.  II Peter 3:18 (NIV) 


