
What is in __________ _______________? 
And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, 

the king granted my requests.  Nehemiah 2:8b (NIV) 
 

The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed 

and turned to the Lord.  Acts 11:21 (NIV) 
 

Even there your hand will guide me, 

    and your strength will support me.  Psalm 139:10 (NLT) 
 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you at the proper time,  I Peter 5:6 (NASB) 

 

The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is 
declaring the work of His hands. Psalm 19:1 (NASB) 

The Question of ____________________. 
 
And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.  

Matthew 26:27-28 (NASB) 
 

And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, 

saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet 
not as I will, but as You will.”                        Matthew 26:38 (NASB) 

 
And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, INTO YOUR 

HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” Having said this, He breathed His 

last.                                                                         Luke 23:46 (NASB) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermons available online @ www.concordiawesleyan.com/sermons 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor David Redmond       Nehemiah 1:11 – 2:8 
 

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, 

 for God can be trusted to keep his promise.   Hebrews 10:23 (NLT) 

 

 

Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.  

James 4:17 (NLT) 
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Nehemiah’s prayer life moved him to 

action when he answered the these  

questions. 
 

What is in _______ ______________? 
“O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your 

servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your 

name, and make Your servant successful today and grant him 
compassion before this man.” Now I was the cupbearer to the king.   

Nehemiah 1:11 (NASB) 
 

Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  “A 

staff,” he replied.  17 But take this staff in your hand so you can perform 

the signs with it.” 20 So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a 
donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took the staff of God in his 

hand.                                                              Exodus 4:2, 17, 20 (NIV) 
 

Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have 

in your house?” “Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, 

“except a small jar of olive oil.”                               2 Kings 4:2 (NIV) 
 

‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, 

but how far will they go among so many?’  John 6:9 (NIV) 
 

 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the 

Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will perish. And who 

knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?”   

Esther 4:14 (NASB) 
 

For all of them were trying to frighten us, thinking, "They will 

become discouraged with the work and it will not be done." But 

now, O God, strengthen my hands.           Nehemiah 6:9 (NASB) 

 

The Question of ____________________. 
The follower of Christ does not move forward merely 
equipped with a limited set of abilities and resources,  

but with a God who is all-powerful and limitless. 
 

In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when 

wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had 
not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked me, “Why does 

your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but 
sadness of heart.” I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, 

“May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the 

city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been 
destroyed by fire?”                                               Nehemiah 2:1-3 (NIV) 
 
  

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 

Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love 
is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. 

But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love.19We love because he first 

loved us.                                                              I John 4:16-19 (NIV) 

 

What is in the ___________ __________? 
The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the 

God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and 
if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the 

city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild 
it.” 6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, 

“How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It 

pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 7 I also said to him, “If 
it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-

Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive 
in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal 

park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the 

citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I 
will occupy?”                                                     Nehemiah 2:4-8a (NIV) 

 

He boldly asked for _________________(vs. 5); 
_________________ (vs. 7) ________________(vs. 8) 

 

The Question of ____________________. 



 

 
The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; 

He turns it wherever He wishes.  Proverbs 21:1 (NASB) 
 

God’s hand 

 

In Egypt, cupbearers were often called “pure of 

hands” and, in one instance, “the one who tastes the 

wine.” Cupbearers protected the life of the Pharaoh. 

Their job was to detect poison.  

Into your hands I commit my spirit.   
 
Q uestions Before I Act? 

 
What is in my hand? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
What is in other people’s hand? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Whose hand will I be in? 
 
 

 

 
 
Nehemiah faced a situation 

that for 141 yrs. Was 
normal.   How things were is not how they should be, or could be, and if God moved it is not 
how things would remain.   
 

After a period a prayer, he came to terms with the fact that God might very well use m e to 
change the world 
 
He ahs desire, fire, he has opportunity.   

 
11 – for I was the king’s cupbearer.  I took wine and gave it to the King.  

 
Nehemiah made the connection between what was in his hand and what God had placed in 

his heart.   
 
Three things that are being held.   
 

Nehemiah was holding the King’s cup.   
 
Trusted person, great influence, exposed to confidential and strategic information.    He met 
people, knew people by name.   God was prepareing for him 

Daniel, Joseph, Sadrach, meshack abednengo, Esterher Mordecai 
God used them powerfully were they were 
Do we need more pastors, missionarises,   we need peple in full time ministry, hospiatals, 
teachers, graphic  

It wasn’t inpistie of his 9-5 job but because of 
The opportunity, access, and influence with the king came because of his job.   Could God 
have used someone else, YES, but do you think it was easy to get such access.  His people 

had people, who had people to get access.    For Nehemiah it was as easy as clocking in.  
 
What’s in Your HAND?   What is at your fingertips through which God could do an 
amazing thing?    Who do you interact with on a regulay basis that God could use you.   

 
God has you where you are for a reason.  Look at life differently.  Where is the Divine set-
up   
At best you took for granted, at wrost you grumbled.    How many meals had he gone 

through vefre this divine appointment.    
 
What is in king’s hand? 
 

AUTHO RITY – power of life and death 
 
He was instant in prayer because he was constant in prayer 

He prayed without pausing because he had paused to pray 
What’s a better tool a hammer or a screwdriver.  Depends on the job 
Both need to be in your tool box.   
This kind of prayer only springs to the lips of a man who has practiced the discipline of 

daily prayer.   
PO SSIBLE because he practiced presence of God  Psl 16:8 
 
Proverbs 21:1   - heart of king is in the hands of the LORD.   

 
God had used kings as a hand of his discipline, why couldn’t he use kings as a hand of his 
grace. 
 

God turned the heart of those they needed.   Daniel 4:17   most high rules in the Kingdoms 
of men.   
 
Most high rules in every level of govt.    heart of your boss 

 
Allow God to used his respect, tct.   
 

O nly question Kng asked is How Long will be gone?   
 
Nehemiah 5:14 – won’t be back for 12 years 
Permission 

Passport/Protection 
Provision would you let me go and how about paying for it 
 



 
The fastest way to to loose the hand of God upon your life is to begin to steal His glory.   

 
Nehemaih has the cup, the king has the scepter, and God has the key 
 
God opens doors for His people that no one can shut 

What’s in your hand?     
How can God use that, for His glory.  How could your life be something as a platform that is 
extraordinary.    
O nly one person that can stop you from being used of God in a might y way. 

Well God has the keys, he still choices to stand at the door and knowck.   
 
No religion can get you to heaven, but religion can keep you out.   
 

 

Even though it seemed too late, even though the situation seemed 

impossible, even though there seemed to be nothing he could do, 

Nehemiah prayed. If You’re Going to Ask, Be Ready to Act •  Don’t pray 

for your kids to love God and then run them around to games and 

practices all week but on the weekend decide that everyone’s too wiped 

out for church. •  Don’t ask God to help with your finances unless you’re 

willing to take the time to put together a budget or make some sacrificial 

spending cuts. If you’re going to ask, be ready to act. Be like Nehemiah 

who wanted to be a part of the answer. 

 

There are a many who are followers of Christ that 

know for sure that God can and does work in 
people’s lives.  They’ve heard the stories, they’ve 

seen it happen, and want it to happen in their own 
lives, the truly believe that God desires to work 

through people.  Yet, when they look at their own 
life, they are filled with, the what if’s, if onlys, the 

buts, how’s, and whys.  They have a hard time 
acting on the truth that God can and will work 
through them.  The Bible is a book of restoration.  

God has moved in various ways to restore fallen 
man back to a relationship with Himself.  Almost 

100 years after the people first went back to rebuild 
Jerusalem it remains in rubble.   

“Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do 
and does not do it,  

to him it is sin.”  James 4:17 (NLT) 

 
Verse suggests that we sin not just when we act 

wrongly, but we sin when we don’t act rightly.  Sins 
of omission.  We don’t follow through, don’t act, we 

don’t put our faith into action.  It is sin.   
 

 
 

Doing The Right Thing Means… 
 

1. I Must Take CONTROL 
Of My FEARS.    
And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
King Artaxerxes, that wine was before him, and I took up the 
wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his 

presence.  2So the king said to me, "Why is your face sad though 
you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of heart." Then I 

was very much afraid.                              Nehemiah 2:2 (NAS) 

 

I want you to take notice of that last 
sentence.  Then I was very much 
afraid.  120 days of praying and he still 
had fear.     Prayer does not drive out 
fear, obedience does.   

 

We know from last week’s message 
that when Nehemiah heard of the 
condition of Jerusalem that its walls 



were broken down and the inhabitants 
were in distress an disgraced, he began 
praying.  He has been praying for four 
months when he now ready to make 
his request of the King who several 
years earlier in Ezra 4, ordered a stop 
to the work in Jerusalem.   

Nehemiah 1: 10-11 "They are your servants and 

your people, whom you redeemed by your great 
strength and your mighty hand. 11 O Lord, let 

your ear be attentive to the prayer of this 
your servant and to the prayer of your 

servants who delight in revering your name. 
Give your servant success today by granting 

him favor in the presence of this man."  
      I was cupbearer to the king. 

 Nehemiah knew it would take the power of 
God to get the king to change his mind.  
But it is instructive to note that he didn’t 
wait to act until he had no fear.  He 
determined he wouldn’t be paralyzed by 
fear, he would not be held back by his 
fears, instead he acted in faith.   

  
The king said to me, "What is it you want?" Then I 

prayed to the God of heaven, 
5
and I answered the king, 

"If it pleases the king and if your servant has found 

favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah 
where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it."                                                              
Nehemiah 2:4, 5 (NIV) 

 

Nehemiah believed that What God originates, God 
orchestrates. The truth is he didn't have the resources to 

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. He didn't have the 
money. He didn't have the freedom. He didn't have the 

authority. In fact, his very life was in danger, because 
kings back then had been known to kill servants who 

looked like they were distracted. He refused to be 
controlled by his fears and placed His trust in God to 

act on his behalf.   
 

Prayer doesn’t drive out fear, obedience does.  Prayer 
brings me to obedience.   
Perfect love casts out fear – If you love me, keep my 

commands.  
 

What are you afraid of this morning? Some 
of you might be afraid of the past. You’re 
worried that something you did long ago 
will catch up to you. Maybe you’re afraid of 
the present and find yourself paralyzed by 
fear of people.  Others of you might be 
fearful about the future and even death. In 
the best selling book called, “Who Moved 
My Cheese,” the author asks a very 
penetrating question, “What would you do if 
you weren’t afraid.” He points out that fear 
often keeps us from taking the steps we 
know we need to take. Fear can paralyze 
us.  



Fortunately, Nehemiah’s faith was greater 
than his fear. He did the right thing because 
he believed the promises of God. Notice 
what happened, “I was very much afraid, 
but I said…” Instead of paralyzing him, 
fear propelled Nehemiah to action. Months 
of prayer had prepared him for these crucial 
minutes. Courage filled him when he 
realized it was no longer possible to hide his 
grief.  

Then, using wisdom, he affirms his boss by 
saying, “Long live the king!” He explains 
why he was sad in verse 3: “Why should 
my face not look sad when the city 
where my fathers are buried lies in 
ruins, and its gates have been 
destroyed by fire?” It’s interesting to note 
that he didn’t mention the city Jerusalem by 
name.   Jerusalem’s history of 
independence might have turned the king’s 
thoughts toward questions of politics and 
national security. Instead of going political, 
he chose the personal route –. What 
Nehemiah did say was, “I want to honor the 
burial place of my fathers.” This made a lot 
of sense to the King because the Persians 
honored their dead as well. 

Nehemiah’s fear could have led him to wait for 

a more opportune time.  To postpone his request.  

But Nehemiah chose to do the right thing and 

step out in faith.    

“Courage sometimes means risking  your own 
safety to do what is right." 

 

He was prepared to get what he needed.  
Permission from King. (written)  Timber 
from the forest, Protection from the 
Empire.   
 
 

A. The Good Hand Of God Upon Me 

"The hand of the Lord" is used throughout the 

Scriptures to describe God causing things to happen. 

The hand of the Lord can be against you (Deut. 

2:15), bringing pestilence (Exod. 9:3) and being 

heavy upon you (1Sam. 5:6) to smite you (1Sam. 

5:9) Or it can empower you (1Kings 18:46); inspire 

you (2Kings 3:15); unite you (2Chron. 30:12); and 

strengthen you (Ezra 7:28). 

In the book of Acts, we read that a terrible 

persecution rose up against the church and scattered 

believers all over the face of the earth. When some of 

these Christians from Cyprus and Cyrene came to 

Antioch and preached Jesus to the Gentiles, 



Acts 11:21 ...the hand of the Lord was with 

them, and a large number who believed 

turned to the Lord. 

This is why we pray that the hand of God would be 

upon us - He will move us, and make things happen 

for us and through us. Therefore, Peter exhorted us, 

Nehemiah realized that the king granted his request 

because the good hand of his God was upon him. 

I know the power obedience has of making things easy which seem 
impossible.  

--Saint Teresa 
 

It is not hard to obey when we love the one whom we obey.  
--Saint Ignatius 
 

 
Without a doubt, obedience is more meritorious than any other 

penance. And what greater penance can there be than keeping one's 
will continually submissive and obedient? 

--St. Catherine of Bologna 
 

“The power of obedience! The lake of Gennesareth had denied its 
fishes to Peter’s nets. A whole night in vain. Then, obedient, he 

lowered his net again to the water and they caught ‘a huge number 
of fish.’ Believe me: the miracle is repeated each day.” 

–-St. Josemaria Escriva 
 

 
“I often thought my constitution would never endure the work I had 

to do, (but) the Lord said to me: ‘Daughter, obedience gives 
strength.’” 

–-St. Teresa of Avila 
 

 
“On each occasion I say: ‘Lord, thy will be done! It’s not what this or 

that one wants, but what You want me to do.’ This is my fortress, 

this is my firm rock, this is my sure support.” 
–-St. John Chrysostom 

Nehemiah became  ________________ 

by the ________________ of Jerusalem.    
Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me with some other men who 

had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about the Jews who had 
returned there from captivity and about how things were going in 

Jerusalem.  3They said to me, “Things are not going well for those who 
returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and 

disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have 

been destroyed by fire.”  4When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In 
fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven.                                                                      

Nehemiah 1:2-4 (NLT) 
 

Like a city that is broken down and without walls [leaving it 

unprotected] Is a man who has no self-control over his spirit  
[and sets himself up for trouble].   Proverbs 25:28 (AMP) 

 
 
 

Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about you. 

I Peter 5:7 (NLT) 
 

The LORD your God will delight in you if you obey his 
voice and keep the commands and decrees written in 

this Book of Instruction, and if you turn to 
the LORD your God with all your heart and soul.  

Deuteronomy 30:10 (NLT) 

 

 

Nehemiah carried the 

_____________________ to God.  
Then I said: “LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome 

God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep 
his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to 

hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel.                          Nehemiah 1:5-6a (NIV) 
 

 



 God keeps His ________________;  
therefore I have ________________. 

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, 

 for God can be trusted to keep his promise.   Hebrews 10:23 (NLT) 

 

 God ___________ and responds; 
  therefore I am not ____________. 
I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the 

confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich 

and glorious inheritance. 19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible 

greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty 

power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at 

God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.                Ephesians 1:18-20 (NLT) 

 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Romans 15:13 (NIV) 

 
And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to 
come to Him must believe that God exists and that He rewards those who 

sincerely seek Him.                                                Hebrews 11:6 (NLT) 
 

Nehemiah _______________ sin. 
I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s 
family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very 

wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and 

laws you gave your servant Moses.                   Nehemiah 1:6b-7 (NIV) 
 

 
If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; 
19but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. 20Praise be 

to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld His love from me!                                                                         
Psalm 66:18-20 (NIV) 

 

Nehemiah ______________ God would 

do a __________ _________ through him.  

“Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you 

are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return 
to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the 

farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the 
place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’  "They are your 

servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and 

your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this 
your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering 

your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the 
presence of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king.   

Nehemiah 1:8-11 (NIV) 
 

"Whenever God determines to do a great work,                                      

 He first sets His people to pray."  C.H. Spurgeon 

 

Unless the LORD builds a house, the work of the builders is 

wasted. Unless the LORD protects a city, guarding it with 
sentries will do no good. Psalm 127:1 (NLT) 

First, we need 
some historical background to enter the world of Nehemiah, so 

let’s rewind by 2500 
years! 
In 587 B.C., the Babylonians invaded Judah and destroyed the 

city of Jerusalem, 
along with Solomon’s temple, and resettled most of the people to 

far parts of the 
Babylonian empire. The book of Ezra picks up the story 70 years 
after that invasion. 

Cyrus, King of Persia, who had conquered Babylon, gave the 
Jews permission to return 

to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Under the leadership of a man 
named Zerubbabel, 
about 50,000 exiled Jews returned to Jerusalem and rebuilt the 

Temple in 538 BC. But 
the people succumbed to temptation and refused to turn away 

from the same sins for 



which God had judged their ancestors. Temple worship became 
corrupt, and many of 

God’s people had intermarried with idolaters. In 458 BC, Ezra 
the priest led the second 

return of exiles to Judah, and he had overseen a spiritual renewal 
of the people back to 
Biblical practices. This was thirteen years before Nehemiah 

arrived in 445 B.C., when he 
successfully rallied the people to rebuild the wall around 

Jerusalem, restoring safety and 
dignity to God’s people. 
In Nehemiah chapter one, verse one, Nehemiah’s brother Hanani 

arrives in the 
citadel - or walled city - of Susa, the capital of Persia, after a 

journey from Judah. Now 
Nehemiah has never yet set foot in Judah; he has lived his whole 
life in Persia, where he 

has an excellent job as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes, a place of 
honor and high trust in 

the King’s Court. Nehemiah asks his brother, verse 2, how the 
Jewish remnant were 
faring in the land of promise. Hanani tells Nehemiah this is verse 

3: "Those who survived 
the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and 

disgrace. The wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with 
fire." 
The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision. 

Helen Keller 

 

Note:  The reason the people were in great trouble 

and disgrace wasn’t just that the walls were in 

shambles, but their was unconfessed sin weren’t 

broken because of invading armies, they were broken 

because of sin.  God didn’t just want to rebuild lives, 

He wanted to restore lives.    

 

Nehemiah hears from Hanani that Jerusalem's walls 

are down and its gates have been burned. It knocks 

his knees out from under him. He sits down and for 

days weeps about the walls not being there and the 

gates being burned down. 

Now let me tell you why that's odd. Nehemiah is 

the cupbearer of the king of Persia. He lives in a 

palace 800 miles away from Jerusalem. What 

reason would he have to be empathetic? His role as 

cupbearer is to sample the wine and the food of the 

king to make sure it's not poisoned, among other 

roles. He is in a palace living in luxury, drinking the 

best wine on earth. 

 

without walls and without gates, a city would be at 

the mercy of any band of marauders, any group who 

was coming through. Any violent outside force 

could just kind of come in and take what it wanted, 

and there would be no way to funnel that enemy or 

directionally challenge that enemy.  
What am I concerned about?  What is the nature of my 

prayer life?  What does it emphasize? 

 

Note:  Many times we don’t know ahead of time the 

plans God has for us.  \ 
 

Eating food, luxury, safe, no real threat to the 

Persian Empire at this point. In a couple of hundred 



years, a little start-up called Rome is going to show 

up, and some things are going to change, but at this 

point in history, no threats, living a life of lavish 

luxury. Eight hundred miles away, with no 

television to update him, with no Twitter feed for 

him to watch pictures of his people suffering. Yet at 

the news of the state of his people, most of whom 

he had never met, it knocked his knees out from 

under him. His guts turned, and he wept before the 

Lord and began to fast and ask God to act. 

When I'm reading this, here was my first thought 

six or seven months ago: Is this prescriptive, or is 

this descriptive? Is this historical? Is God just 

telling me this is what happened?  
 

God's picture of human flourishing starts when your 

preference and my preference become secondary to 

God's will and how God has revealed himself in his 

Word. 

 

Constructin of walls did not begin with 
bricks and mortar.   
 

 

So it's not that our preference isn't important; it's 

that it's not primary. It becomes secondary to the 

will of God so we are in glad submission to the will 

of God over and beyond our preference. That's the 

first thing. Then the second thing is when all is said 

and done, we are men and women who pursue as 

primary our joy and secondarily pursue 

our happiness. 
 
 

 

. A right view of who God is. Do you see what's 

happening here? There is no tangible evidence right 

now in this moment that God is faithful and God is 

keeping his promises. They are scattered like the 

wind all over the ancient world. They have lost that 

land flowing with milk and honey, but what's 

Nehemiah's prayer? "You are faithful. You are 

good. You are a covenant-keeping God. You have 

not abandoned us. You are here even in our hurt. 

You love us. You will keep your promise." That's 

also coupled by not just a right picture of God 

but… 

2. A right picture of us. See, Nehemiah then begins 

to confess the sins of Israel. "We have not been 

faithful. We have not kept your commands. We 

have not lined ourselves up with how you've 

designed the universe to work." Then, look at me. 

Nehemiah knows it himself. "Even I and my 



father's house, we have sinned against you." See, 

the more you have an elevated view of yourself, the 

more it will be impossible for you to show 

compassion. 
 

3. I Must Come ___________ With God. 
The first step is not to rebuild the wall, the first step is too weep because 

the walls are down.  Not enough to recognize there is a problem.  You need 

to feel the weight of the problem before God.  VERBS in VS> 4 

Sat down, wept, prayed, etc.   

 

Commitment to prayer when it has the least emotional fuel.  Prayer that 

sometimes has no feeling of God in it at first.   

Nehemiah is a man of action, he makes decisions,   sharp aggressive, 

commands builders, commands armies, makes bold requests before king.   

Can’t begin to solve the problem until you feel the weight of the 

PROBLEM.   

 

Weep about unholiness before ready on God’s terms to pursue holiness.  

How LONG?  Vs. 4 says days, month of kiev – 4 months     

Mourned sat, prayed fasted  

How easy it would have been to taken a different approach.    What were 

those Jews who had returned doing?    

Looked like nothing was happening.  Why not just go and start building?   

If it is going to be real dependence on God, isn’t borne in a hurry.  We 

don’t nauturally lean into God when you are surrounded by our own 

rubble.   Unless the Lord buildds the house those who labor labor in vain.   

 

 

Let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer Your servant 

is praying before You day and night for Your servants, the people of Israel.  I 

confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father's house, have 

committed against You. 
7
We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have 

not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave Your servant Moses. 

Nehemiah 1:6, 7 (NIV) 

 

If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; 
19

but God 

has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. 
20

Praise be to God, who has 

not rejected my prayer or withheld His love from me!   

Psalm 66:18-20 (NIV) 
 

“Most men pray for power, the strength to do things.  

Few people pray for love, the quality to be someone.”  

Robert Foster 
 
 

4.  I Pray My ________________________. 
"Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 'If 

you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples;  
9
but if you return to 

Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you who have 

been scattered were in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them 

from there and will bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My 

name to dwell.'  
10

"They are Your servants and Your people whom You 

redeemed by Your great power and by Your s trong hand.”  

Nehemiah 1:8-10 (NAS) 
 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

Romans 10:17 (NAS) 
 

"Whenever God determines to do a great work,                                      

 He first sets His people to pray."   C.H. Spurgeon 
 

 

5.  My Prayer Life Will Lead Me To A     

     Deeper __________________________. 
"O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your 

servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and 

make Your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this 

man " Now I was the cupbearer to the king.            Nehemiah 1:11 (NAS) 
 

 

Themes to look for in Nehemiah: 

 

 

Compassion and empathy toward brokenness 

The reality of opposition 

God’s call of action on our lives 

God’s power to restore broken lives 

The need to pray in all that we do 

The importance of God’s Word. 

 

 

Knocked to his knees 

 

 

 



 

One of the reasons Nehemiah is able to pray like he 

is able to pray is he has some really staunch beliefs 

about who God is. Some of the things we see in this 

prayer is he believes God is a covenant-keeping 

God. He believes God keeps his promises. That's 

what he believes about God. If you ask Nehemiah, 

"What do you believe about God?" he says, "I 

believe God keeps his promises." 

You also see in the prayer Nehemiah believes God 

actually hears his people. Don't blow past that, 

because if you believe God actually hears you, you 

actually pray. Then he believes God is powerful. 

God's hands aren't tied, that he's not praying in vain, 

that God is able to act. Though God will at times 

say, "No," he has never said, "I can't." Then he 

believes God is merciful. All those things are 

clearly seen in Nehemiah's prayer. He believes 

these things about God. 

Now, I'm going to throw this out here, knowing full 

well some of you are not believers in Christ, some 

of you are nominal in your belief of Christ, and 

some of you got dragged here by a friend in the 

attempt that they would leave you alone now that 

you've come and tried it. But here's what I'll tell 

you. This is true. You couldn't even argue with me. 

Everyone in this room is a theologian. Every one of 

you. Theology is simply the study of God, and 

everyone in this room, even the most hardened 

atheist, has a view of who God is and what God is 

like, even if that view is there is no God and he's 

like nothing because he's not. 

Then from our beliefs about God, we begin to 

create doctrine. We begin to develop systematic 

theology, what we believe God to be like. Now 

here's where I want to warn you. If your beliefs 

about God are rooted only in you and what you 

think, you have created an impotent, cheap, weak 

god who will never be able to sustain you. If you 

created your own god, let me guess what he's like. 

He gets you what you want. He doesn't say no to 

you often. Is that not the definition of a cruel parent, 

a parent who never says no to his child? 

 
 

 

Where does Nehemiah get these beliefs about God? 

One of the things you see here is that Nehemiah in 

that long prayer we just read is literally just quoting 

Scripture. In Deuteronomy 7, verse 9, Moses 

writes, "Know therefore that the LORD your 

God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 

and steadfast love with those who love him and 



keep his commandments, to a thousand 

generations…" That's almost word for word what 

Nehemiah prayed. "You're a covenant-keeping 

God." 

Maybe you're a skeptic here and you're going, "Oh, 

so the Bible supports the Bible. How convenient." I 

promise you; it wasn't convenient at all. It's 40 

different authors over a period of several thousand 

years on three different continents and multiple 

different languages all painting the same picture of 

God's saving work among men. It is not convenient; 

it's divine. 

Deuteronomy now is being clung to by Nehemiah, 

and he's saying, "You're a covenant-keeping God, 

and I know it because your Word says you're a 

covenant-keeping God." Then in Deuteronomy 4, 

you get a real gritty text, but one that actually helps 

Nehemiah in his present circumstance. 

Deuteronomy 4, starting in verse 25. It says this: 

"When you father children and children's 

children, and have grown old in the land, if you 

act corruptly by making a carved image in the 

form of anything, and by doing what is evil in 

the sight of the LORD your God, so as to 

provoke him to anger, I call heaven and earth to 

witness against you today, that you will soon 

utterly perish from the land that you are going 

over the Jordan to possess. 

You will not live long in it, but will be utterly 

destroyed. And the LORD will scatter you 

among the peoples, and you will be left few in 

number among the nations where the LORD will 

drive you." Very chipper text here. "And there 

you will serve gods of wood and stone, the work 

of human hands, that neither see, nor hear, nor 

eat, nor smell." 

This is not a text we would put on a tee shirt, and 

yet it's bringing immense comfort to Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah says, "You told us this would happen." 

Nehemiah's confession in his prayer is, "We have 

acted corruptly against your law. You told us this 

would come if we turned our backs on you. You are 

the one true God, and we have chosen things that 

were not God to serve, and in serving things that are 

not God as though they were God, you did exactly 

what you said you were going to do." 

Now let me say this for you. The reason hard texts 

are important is we live in a broken world. If 

anyone should never be surprised by disease, death, 

natural disaster, injustice, hardship, tribulation, and 

trial it should be the believer in Christ who knows 



the Word of God says such things are a reality. 

What makes the prosperity gospel, the health, 

wealth, and prosperity gospel, so damning is it 

creates a type of utopia that is foreign to the world 

we actually live in. 

To know such things are possible has us place our 

hope in a place where hope can be fulfilled, and not 

have us put our hope in a place that it most 

definitely cannot be fulfilled. "If I love the Lord, 

bad things aren't going to happen." Well most 

people in the Bible died badly. "Well if I put my 

hope in Jesus, all of my business dealings are going 

to work." Well no, but what you'll have is him, and 

he's enough regardless of what comes your way. 

Then he goes on, and this is the bulk of Nehemiah's 

prayer out of this Deuteronomy text. Verse 29 says: 

"But from there you will seek the LORD your 

God and you will find him, if you search after 

him with all your heart and with all your soul. 

When you are in tribulation, and all these things 

come upon you in the latter days, you will return 

to the LORD your God and obey his voice. For 

the LORD your God is a merciful God. He will 

not leave you or destroy you or forget the 

covenant with your fathers that he swore to 

them." 

So Nehemiah's confidence, even though he's fearful 

in going into work and saying to King Artaxerxes, 

"I want to go rebuild what you guys sacked and 

destroyed a couple hundred years ago," is that God 

said if his people would turn their faces back to him 

and seek him, he would grant them a restoration of 

Judah. So he wants to go back. Where's this 

confidence coming from? The Word of God. 

What we see Nehemiah doing in his prayer life is 

praying through chunks of Scripture and letting the 

Word of God roll back up to God. Not because God 

needs to be reminded of what he said, but 

rather we need to be reminded of what he said. The 

persistent prayers of the saints before God are not to 

remind God, but rather to remind us of what God 

said. So what I thought we could do in our last 10 

minutes here together is do maybe a lab. 
 

 “Our prayer expresses our commitment to Christ.  By talking to 

God we affirm our basic decision to depend on Him.”  

David Hubbard 

 
 

As cupbearer, Nehemiah had a great job. He had 
intimate access to royalty, political standing, and a 
place to live in the palace. It was a cushy job that 



provided everything he needed. And yet, when one 
of his brothers returned from a road trip to 
Jerusalem, Neh 1:2 says that Nehemiah 

“questioned them about the Jewish remnant that 
survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.” The 
word, “question” means “to inquire or demand” an 
answer. Nehemiah was greatly concerned about 

what was happening in Jerusalem. He could have 
insulated himself if he chose to, but he didn’t. He 

sought them out and wanted to hear the first-hand 
report. This is an important starting point. It’s so 

easy for us to stay uninvolved and unaware. Some 
of us don’t want to even think about stuff that’s 

going on in our own lives, much less take the time to 
investigate what is happening in the lives of others. 

Even though Nehemiah had never been to 
Jerusalem, he had heard stories about it, and knew 

that his ancestors had been led away in chains 
when Babylon destroyed it. He was doing 

what Jeremiah 51:50 instructed the exiles to do: 
“…Remember the Lord in a distant land, and think 

on Jerusalem.” 
 

As he thought on Jerusalem, he listened to the 
report in Neh 1:3 that the survivors were in great 

trouble and disgrace, that the wall of Jerusalem was 
in shambles and that its gates had been burned with 
fire. As he tried to imagine the shame in the city of 
David, he could barely stand it. The phrase, “great 
trouble” meant that the people had “broken down 

and were falling to pieces.” Three words summarize 
the bad news: remnant, ruin, and reproach. 

 
Nehemiah was broken over the complacency of the 

people of Jerusalem. They were living in ruins and 
they accepted it. They were willing to walk around 

the devastation instead of being concerned enough 
to do something about their situation. Friends, 

nothing is ever going to change in your life, in the 
life of this church, or for that matter, our nation, until 
we become concerned about the problem. Some of 
you have become complacent about the way your 
life is going. You’re living with rubble and it doesn’t 
even bother you any more. Are you ready to allow 

God to do some rebuilding? If so, you need to 
become concerned about the problem by listening to 

the facts – even if you don’t want to hear them. 
 

When he heard this report, he hit the ground and 
began to weep in Neh 1:4. The meaning behind this 

word is that he “bemoaned and lamented,” much 
like Jesus did when he cried out in painful tears 
when he observed the hard hearts of those in 

Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). He also fasted. In the Old 
Testament, fasting was only required once a year, 
but here we see Nehemiah refraining from food for 
several days. In fact, we know from comparing the 

different dates in this book that he wept, fasted, and 
prayed for four months! These are all signs of 

humility and show his deep concern for the problem. 

3. I Must Come ___________ With God. 
The first step is not to rebuild the wall, the first step is too weep because 

the walls are down.  Not enough to recognize there is a problem.  You need 

to feel the weight of the problem before God.  VERBS in VS> 4 

Sat down, wept, prayed, etc.   

 

Commitment to prayer when it has the least emotional fuel.  Prayer that 

sometimes has no feeling of God in it at first.   

Nehemiah is a man of action, he makes decisions,   sharp aggressive, 

commands builders, commands armies, makes bold requests before king.   

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Neh%201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer%2051.50
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Neh%201.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Neh%201.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2019.41


Can’t begin to solve the problem until you feel the weight of the 

PROBLEM.   

 

Weep about unholiness before ready on God’s terms to pursue holiness.  

How LONG?  Vs. 4 says days, month of kiev – 4 months     

Mourned sat, prayed fasted  

How easy it would have been to taken a different approach.    What were 

those Jews who had returned doing?    

Looked like nothing was happening.  Why not just go and start building?   

If it is going to be real dependence on God, isn’t borne in a hurry.  We 

don’t nauturally lean into God when you are surrounded by our own 

rubble.   Unless the Lord buildds the house those who labor labor in vain.   

 

I wanted to look at all of that background to show the kind of 
situation Nehemiah entered. He comes into a situation full of 

rubble and brokenness. Things have been left unrepaired. The 
walls - structures that represented defense and protection - the 
structures that supported and defined the shape of the entire city 

- were broken and piled up in mounds of garbage. The walls 
represented strength. The walls gave the city its future. The walls 

filled the people with confidence and hope and security. Without 
the 2 walls the city had none of those things. How do you go 
about rebuilding broken things? That’s what this series is all 

about. And how can Nehemiah succeed where others had failed? 
Those are pretty important questions 

 
 Look at our world today! It is marked by brokenness. Broken 
homes. Broken marriages. Broken promises. Broken dreams. Cut 

it any way you want, much of life today has to do with learning 
to work with broken things. Very few of us get to live our lives 

by our first choices. Most of life is coping with things that don’t 
go exactly the way you would like. How can broken walls be 

rebuilt? How can the future be made secure and rich when we 

all come to the Lord with circumstances that seem to offer so 
little to work with? 

 

 
  

So look right at me. If your kids are godly because 

you're awesome and not because God is gracious, 

then you'll be hard pressed to show compassion for 

anybody who has a wayward child, because if they 

would have just done what you did in all your 

awesomeness, then they could have had a godly kid 

too. Why didn't they follow your protocol? 

If you're financially set and that's not because God 

has been gracious to you but because you've 

worked and you've earned and you've set yourself 

off against somebody and not, instead, feel indebted 

to God for his mercy and grace, how impossible 

will it be for you to show empathy toward someone 

who is impoverished? 

See, the more you are the author and perfecter of all 

things, the more all the blessing on your life is 

because of you and not because of God that has put 

you, in turn, into his debt, the more it will be 

impossible to show empathy to others who are 

struggling. Why? Because you're freakin' awesome. 

They should have just done what you did. That will 

rot out the soul's ability to be compassionate and 

merciful. It will breed in us an indifference that is 

unacceptable before the Lord. 

It will rot out the ability to walk in unity, love, and 

compassion with one another. It will create a 



judgmental harshness among us that God will have 

nothing to do with. So my prayer in this message 

and then moving forward into Nehemiah is that 

more and more and more we would feel small and 

see God as big and that in that, we might find our 

compassion for others growing. Let's pray together. 

I want to just ask a couple of questions while we 

have a few minutes of quiet here. If you have found 

in yourself a growing indifference, a growing 

coldness… Maybe you've come into this place 

today, and that's what marks your life: a strong, 

judgmental attitude toward other people, well aware 

of other people's weaknesses, quick to justify your 

successes as belonging to you and other people's 

weaknesses as belonging to them. 

I want you to ask the Holy Spirit would soften your 

heart today, that the Holy Spirit might, in mercy, 

grant you compassion and rescue you from the 

silliness that is you right now. I want to challenge 

you once again just as we begin to conclude our 

service that you not just attend here. That's not 

rebuilding the walls. That's not, when all is said and 

done, creating an environment where compassion 

can flourish. You have not been called 

to attend church; you have been called by God 

to belong to one. 

There is no way for us to show one another 

compassion where we are not known. In order to be 

known, preferences have to become secondary, and 

happiness has to be subservient to joy. If you want 

preference and happiness, you will never let 

weaknesses be known by others. You will hide 

them and, in so doing, shrivel up the soul's capacity 

to walk in high levels of joy and compassion and 

empathy for others. 

So really one of the litmus tests here can even be in 

our time together. Have you entered in to the 

covenant community of faith, or are you 

purposefully staying on the outskirts for one reason 

or another that is more than likely far easily tied to 

radical individualism as opposed to what God 

would have you put before your preference and ease 

and, instead, have you do the hard work of walking 

with others, loving them, serving them, encouraging 

them, and then being able to receive that in return? 

Have you grown myopic in how you see the work 

of God in your life, in this church, and in the world 

around us? Let's confess and repent of that. We're 

going to end our service today by doing two things. 



Both are commanded by God in Scripture, and both 

are, when all is said and done, desperately needed 

by your soul and mine regardless of how we've 

come in. 

One is we're going to rally around the motivating 

force for all of this. Our motivation for compassion 

and empathy can't be a drive-by guilting sermon. 

Our motivation for compassion, empathy, 

belonging, community, rebuilding walls, pouring 

ourselves out for others has to be the compassion 

we were shown in God rescuing us while we were 

sinners. 

The motivating force of our spiritual journey is 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. While 

we were in the muck and the mire, God reached 

down with his holy, clean hands and pulled us out 

of the muck and the mire and set our feet on the 

rock. Our motivation must be the forgiving, saving 

work of Jesus Christ for those of us who are in him. 

So we celebrate that by coming to the Lord's Table, 

that place where there's room for all who would 

confess and put their hope in him. 

We're going to pick up a piece of bread, and we're 

going to pick up some juice. We're going to 

celebrate the broken body and shed blood of Jesus 

Christ, his forgiveness, his compassion, his 

empathy, his love for us. Then, listen. We're going 

to sing to the Lord. I feel like we get confused about 

what singing is and why it matters. I want to plead 

with you not to feel like it's a secondary part of 

what we're trying to do here. In fact, the Lord 

commands us to sing to him. 

It's not because he needs to be sung to. The Bible 

tells us there are heavenly creatures on repeat 

around the ears and the throne room of God that 

never stop saying, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 

God Almighty, who was and is and is to come." No, 

God has commanded us to sing to the Lord because 

we need to sing to him, because in singing to him, 

God takes what's intellectual and he drives it down 

into the heart, and he connects the heart with the 

head as we worship him in song. 

As we sing what is true about the Lord, what is 

intellectual is 

connected into 

what is spiritual and 

emotional. That's why God says, "You sing to me. 

You sing to me with joy. You sing to me loudly. 

You get after me in worship with song." So I want 



to plead with you not to view it as something 

secondary and use it as a chance to hurry up and get 

out of here so you don't get stuck in traffic. 

Rather take the limited time God has given you this 

week to gather together as the saints and wring out 

of it all we can together as we've gathered in this 

corporate covenant community to worship our God. 

Let me pray for us, and then we'll begin to celebrate 

the compassion of God made available to us in 

Christ, and we'll begin to sing to our Lord. 

Father, thank you for these men and women. I pray 

you would stir our hearts up with compassion and 

empathy to the world around us, first to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ here at The Village, 

then to our brothers and sisters in Christ around the 

world, and then overflowing out of those walls into 

the lost and secular world around us, that we might 

love and serve well those who are far from you. 

Help us. It's through your beautiful name I pray, 

amen. 

 . 

 

  

 

  

 


