
 

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 

the chief priests and the elders had said to them.24 When they heard this, they raised 

their voices together in prayer to  God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 

heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the 

Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: 

“‘Why do the nations rage  and the peoples plot in vain?        
26 

The kings of 

the earth rise up  and the rulers band together against the Lord  and against 

his anointed one.’  
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 

Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 

happen.29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 

word with great boldness.30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and 

wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the 

place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

Acts 4:23-31 (NIV) 
 

 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all.   

Acts 4:33 (NIV) 

 

A believer gives ultimate ______________ 

and allegiance to God.   
But Peter and the apostles answered,  

“We must obey God rather than men.”   Acts 5:29 (NAS) 
 

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his 

upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he 

got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done 

before. Daniel 6:10 (NIV) 
 

 

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; 

intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 2 Pray this way for 

kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet 

lives marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our 

Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.                                    

I Timothy 2:1-4 (NLT) 
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Pastor David Redmond                Mark 12:12-17 

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God 

to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give 

thanks for them.  I Timothy 2:1 (NLT) 

 

As a follower of Jesus Christ, we hold these truths: 
 

A believer is a _____________  
of _________________. 

But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we 

are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 

Philippians 3:20 (NLT) 
 

 

Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my 

followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish 

leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.”            John 18:36 (NLT) 
 

 
 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 

now you are the people of God ;once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy.11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 

exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your 

soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you 

of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he 

visits us.                                                                    I Peter 2:9-12 (NIV) 

http://www.concordiawesleyan.com/sermons


 

A believer is a good   

________________ on earth. 
Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch 

him in his words. 14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that 

you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no 

attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with 

the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?  15 Should we 

pay or shouldn’t we?”                                     Mark 12: 13-15a (NIV)  

 
Pharisees – religious and cultural ___________________ 

 

Herodians – religious and cultural __________________  
 

…But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he 

asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16 They brought the 

coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied.                                         Mark 12:15b-16 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 
 

The denarius had three inscriptions making three claims 
The Inscription The Meaning 

Tiberius Caesar Tiberius is _________ 

Son of the Divine Augustus Son of _________ 

Pontifex Maximus High _____________ 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 

what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him.            Mark 12:17 (NIV) 

 
 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to 

the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by 

him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do 

right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 

ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your 

freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to 

everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.                                                            

I Peter 2:13-17 (NASB) 
 

A believer understands that the ways 
of ______ and the ways of _______ are 

frequently at ________ with each other. 
They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And 

whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then Jesus said to 

them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” 

And they were amazed at him.                                  Mark 12:16-17 (NIV) 
 

So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred 

together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. 

“Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, 

and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further 

among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this 

name.” 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to 

speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.19 But Peter and John replied, 

“Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 
20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish 

them, because all the people were praising God for what had 

happened. 22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years 

old.                                                                               Acts 4:15-22 (NIV) 
 

 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,  so are my 

ways higher than your ways  and my thoughts than your thoughts.                                                         

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) 
 

There is a way which seems right to a man, 

But its end is the way of death.  Proverbs 16:25 (NIV) 
 

Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 

into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will 

prosper.                                                                  Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV) 
 


