
Cultivating An Appetite For Righteousness: 
 

Take my _________________ to the Lord. 
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out 

and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned … 20 So he 

got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 

threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! 

Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals 

on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 

celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 

and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.”              Luke 15:17-24 (NIV)              
 

 

Rest in God’s ____________ and _____________. 
 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.               II Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) 

 

“For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while 

the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man. Man 

asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God 

deserves to be; God sacrifices himself for man and puts himself 

where only man deserves to be.”                                     (John Stott) 
 

___________ at God’s ___________ regularly.   
 Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you 

may grow in respect to salvation,3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord  

I Peter 2:2-3 (NASB) 
 

Share my _________ with others who are 
________________ for righteousness. 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) 
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Principle 1  
        ealize I’m not God. I admit I am powerless to control my 

tendency to do wrong things and my life is unmanageable. 
 

Principle 2  
arnestly believe that God exists, that I matter to him,  

and that he has the power to help me recover. 
 

Principle 3 

                     onsciously choose to commit all my life and will 

 to Christ’s care and control.     
 

Principle 4    
               penly examine and confess my faults to myself, to God, 

and to someone I trust.  
 

 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they shall be satisfied. Matthew 5:6 (NASB) 
 

 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Matthew 5:10 (NIV) 

 

The blessing of the 

___________________ of this life.  
Matthew 5:3-6 

 

I am ___________________.  Matthew 5:3 “poor in spirit” 
Blessed are the poor in spirit,   for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

I am ___________________.  Matthew 5:4 “those that mourn” 
Blessed are those who mourn,    for they will be comforted. 
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I am ____________ bound. Matthew 5:5  “the meek” 
Blessed are the meek,     for they will inherit the earth. 

 

I am ______________. Matthew 5:6 “those who hunger and thirst” 

 

The emptiness of life teaches me that this 
____________ is not my ________________. 

Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my 

followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish 

leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.”             John 18:36 (NLT) 

 
“Thou madest us for Thyself, and our heart is restless, 

until it rest in Thee.”  (St. Augustine) 
 

“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can 
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for 
another world.”                                                                    (C.S. Lewis) 

 
Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep 

away from worldly desires that wage war against your very souls. 12 Be 

careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they 

will give honor to God when he judges the world.     I Peter 2:11-12 (NLT) 

 

The emptiness of life teaches me that 
______________ “things” will never satisfy my 

______________ longing.   
Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 

ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never 

have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but 

are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in 

it.”  7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 

ways”                                                                            Haggai 1:5-7 (NLT) 

 

 

“My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of 

living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot 

hold water.”                                                                Jeremiah 2:13 (NIV) 

The blessing of a passionate 
_______________ for ________________. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they shall be satisfied.  Matthew 5:6 (NASB) 
 

Righteousness =  The state of him who is as he ought to be, 

the condition acceptable to God; to be approved of God;  (integrity, virtue, 

purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting) 
 

But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness 

of the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven!  Matthew 5:20 (NLT) 

 
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;” 

Romans 3:10 (NIV) 
  

 

Jesus demonstrated that righteousness is  
more than  _________________ modification;  

it is _____________ transformation. 
…The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.  I Samuel 16:7b (NIV) 

 

A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good 

fruit. 44 A tree is identified by its fruit. Figs are never gathered from 

thornbushes, and grapes are not picked from bramble bushes. 45 A good 

person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil 

person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say 

flows from what is in your heart.                               Luke 6:43-45 (NLT) 

 

Hunger and thirst come from _____________. 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as well.   Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 

 
 

Principle 4: 

Openly examine and confess my faults to myself, 

 to God, and to someone I trust.  


