It is now that I must make a choice. Because of Calvary, I’'m free to choose.
And so | choose.
I choose love . . .
No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. | choose love.
Today | will love God and what God loves.
I choose joy . ..
I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance. | will refuse the temptation
to be cynical . . . the tool of the lazy thinker. | will refuse to see people as
anything less than human beings, created by God. | will refuse to see any
problem as anything less than an opportunity to see God.
I choose peace . . .
I will live forgiven. | will forgive so that I may live.
| choose patience . . .
I will overlook the inconveniences of the world. Instead of cursing the one who
takes my place, I’ll invite him to do so. Rather than complain that the wait is
too long, I will thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of clinching my fist at
new assignments, | will face them with joy and courage.
I choose kindness . . .
I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone. Kind to the rich, for they are
afraid. And kind to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me.
I choose goodness . . .
I will go without a dollar before | take a dishonest one. I will be overlooked
before | will boast. I will confess before | will accuse. | choose goodness.
I choose faithfulness . . .
Today | will keep my promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. My
associates will not question my word. My wife will not question my love. And
my children will never fear that their father will not come home.
I choose gentleness . . .
Nothing is won by force. | choose to be gentle. If | raise my voice may it be
only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. If | make a demand,
may it be only of myself.
I choose self-control . . .
| am a spiritual being. After this body is dead, my spirit will soar. I refuse to let
what will rot, rule the eternal. | choose self-control. | will be drunk only by joy.
I will be impassioned only by my faith. I will be influenced only by God. I will
be taught only by Christ. | choose self-control.

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. To these | commit my day. If | succeed, | will give thanks. If | fail,
I will seek his grace. And then, when this day is done, | will place my head on
my pillow and rest.
When God Whispers Your Name Chapter 11 excerpt, Copyright (Thomas
Nelson, 1994) Max Lucado

Lt b\/\/@

’PT%AYE—ER

“~NJDices THAT=ed”TW Bastor avid ~ednionad
Acts 4:2=-=1 October 05, 2014

If | raise my voice, may it be only in praise. If | clench my
fist, may it be only in prayer. If | make a demand, may it

be only of myself. (Max Lucado)

When they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer to God... Acts 4:24a (N1V')

A guide to prayer:

« Adoration -

(Praise God for who He is and what He has done)
Psalm 22:2; Psalm 29:1-11

« Confession -

(Agreeing with God; confessing sin; confessing Jesus is Lord)
I John 1:9; Romans 10:9; | Timothy 1:12-17

« Thanksgiving -
(Develop a life of gratitude)
| Thessalonians 5:18; Colossians 3:17

« Supplication -
(Interceding for the needs of others and personal requests)
Philippians 4:6, 19; Ephesians 6:18

Previous sermons in this series are available in audio at: concordiawesleyan.com

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men
had been with Jesus. '* But since they could see the man who had been healed
standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.

Acts 4:13-14 (NI1V)


http://maxlucado.christianbook.com/when-god-whispers-your-name/max-lucado/9780849947100/pd/947100?item_code=WW&netp_id=901462&event=ESRCG&view=details

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of Jesus. 1?But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s
eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 2'As for us, we cannot help
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 2! After further threats they let
them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were
praising God for what had happened. **For the man who was miraculously

healed was over forty years old. Acts 4:19-22(NIV)

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all

that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. Acts 4:23 (NIV)

When I pray...

I raise my voice to the
God.

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.

“Sovereign Lord,” they satd, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea,
and everything in them.” Acts 4:24 (NIV)
The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem.
%Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and
others of the high priest’s family. "They had Peter and John brought before them
and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the
people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a
man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 1° then know this, you
and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before

you healed. 1! Jesus is “

the stone you builders rejected, which has become the
cornerstone.” 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:5-12 (NIV)

God’s sovereignty does not make prayer
— it makes prayer

I raise my voice adding my
“ ” to God’s Word.

Amen is a word of “agreement, affirmation, and alignment
(“Amen and never stop praying” August 03)

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ.

And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.
11 Corinthians 1:20 (N1V)

The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to the
LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the singers
raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang: “He is good; his love endures
forever.” Then the temple of the LORD was filled with the cloud.

11 Chronicles 5:13 (NIV)

You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father
David: ““Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26The kings of
the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his
anointed one.” >’Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus,
whom you anointed. **They did what your power and will had decided

beforehand should happen. Acts 4:25-27 (NIV)

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord, ?° and that he may send the Messiah, who
Acts 3:19, 20 (N1IV)

has been appointed for you—even Jesus.

When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning
Acts 3:26 (N1IV)

each of you from your wicked ways.

I give my voice to
God’s .

Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story— Psalm 107:2a (NIV)

So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak
for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 2! For God made Christ, who
never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with

God through Christ. I1 Corinthians 5:20-21 (NLT)

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word
with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 3!After they prayed, the
place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. Acts 4:29-31 (N1V)

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great
power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And

Acts 4:32-33 (N1V)

God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all.

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. Acts 4:21 (NIV)



