e A grace filled .

Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up

and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. **When Paul
had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 3"They all

wept as they embraced him and kissed him. Acts 20:32; 36-37 (NIV)

Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and
counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it
as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the
Father. Colossians 3:16-17 (NLT)

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a spectal function, ° so it
s with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each
other. ®In his grace, God has given us different gifis for doing certain things
well. Romans 12:4-6a (NLT)

Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more

like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He makes the whole body

fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other

parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.
Ephesians 4:15-16 (NLT)

Sermons are available at: www.concordiawesleyan.com

Whef"my life meets God’s hea $

The most tmportant thing is that I complete my mission, the work
that the Lord Jesus gave me—ito tell people the Good News about

God’s grace. Acts 20:24 b(NCV)

So Jesus satd to them again, “Peace be with you;
as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” John 20:32 (NAS)

“Living On Mission” with Jesus requires:

e A resolute .

You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to
you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. ?' I have declared to
both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in
our Lord Jesus. >* However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim

is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task

of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. Acts 20:20-21; 24 (NIV)

Let us hold fast the confesston of our hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful. Hebrews 10:23 (NAS)

That tf you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart

that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; Romans 10:9 (NAS)

So that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, ' and that every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:10-11 (NAS)

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Philippians 1:21 (NIV)

For to me, to live is and to die is



http://www.concordiawesleyan.com/

e A sincere .

When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was

with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. ° I served the Lord
with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots
of my Jewish opponents. Acts 20:18-19 (NIV)

Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed
and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Matthew 9:36 (NAS)

The Lord is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry

and filled with unfailing love. Psalm 103:8 (NIV)

For the love of Christ controls us... 1I Corinthians 5:14a (NAS)

e A definite .

And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what

will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns
Acts 20:22-23 (NIV)

me that prison and hardships are facing me.

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by
our actions. 12 Qur actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be

confident when we stand before God. I John 3:18-19 (NLT)

Note: There is no such thing
as commitment.

“Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” (Isaac Watts)

“Untl I am committed, there 1s a hesitancy, a chance to draw back.
But the moment I definitely commit myself, then God moves also,
and a whole stecam of events erupt. All manner of unforeseen
mcidents, meetings, persons, and material assistance which I could
never have dreamed would come my way begin to flow toward

(John Maxwell)

me—the moment I make a commitment”

e A steady .

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the

kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am
innocent of the blood of any of you. *” For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you
the whole will of God. %% Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he
bought with his own blood. ?° I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come
in among you and will not spare the flock. 3° Even from your own number men
will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 3 So be
on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of

you night and day with tears. Acts 20:25-31 (NIV)

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they
help us develop endurance. * And endurance develops strength of character, and
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. > And this hope will not
lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has
given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. ~ Romans 5:3-5 (NLT)

But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering
for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the
ministry God has given you. 6 As for me, my life has already been poured out as
an offering to God. The time of my death is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. 8 And now the prize awaits
me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give
me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who

eagerly look forward to his appearing. IT Timothy 4:5-8 (NLT)

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
I Corinthians 15:58 (N1V)

labor in the Lord is not in vain.



