ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Previous sermons in this series are available in audio at: concordiawesleyan.com

December 07, 2014 Pastor David Redmond

Two very different pictures of Christmas:

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news
of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there
has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11 (NAS)

Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magti, he became very
enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all
its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had

determined from the magi. Matthew 2:16 (NAS)
1. Jesus entered
our world.

In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. >The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. - °The true light that gives
light to everyone was coming into the world. °He was in the world, and though
the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. ''He came
to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 2Yet to all who
did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become

children of God. John 1:4-5; 9-12 (NIV)

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. John 3:19 (NIV)

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins. Matthew 1:21 (NIV)



2. In a difficult world

is frequently .
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship
him.” 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who

were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from
the Magt. Matthew 2:3,8,18 (NAS)

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, His mother: “This child is
destined to cause the falling and rising of man in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be spoken against, *so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
Luke 2:34-35 (NIV)

And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

3. The of Jesus is a
declaration of against all
spiritual .
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get
up,” he said, “take the Child and His mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there
until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill Him.” 14So he
got up, took the Child and His mother during the night and left for
Egypt, Pwhere he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the
Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 6When
Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years

old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the
Magi. ""Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 13 “A
voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”

Matthew 2:13-18 (NIV')

... The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it
might devour her child the moment he was born. > She gave birth to a son, a male
child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was
snatched up to God and to His throne. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the
woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who
keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus.

Revelation 12:4b-5;17 (NIV)

How Do I Live In A Difficult World?
Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.
I John 2:6 (NLT)

Jesus went through all the towns and wvillages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and
sickness. 3¢ When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then He said to
His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 3 Ask the Lord
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.”

Matthew 9:35-38 (NIV)

around. ““He saw the crowds”

authentically. *““He had compassion them”

to their .

“they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd”

“You can’t go against the grain of the universe
and not expect to get splinters.” C.S. Lewts

Continually. ““Ask the Lord of the harvest”

Hard. <o send out workers”

God. “into His harvest field”

How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is giv'n;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His Heav n.

No ear may hear His coming, but n this world of sin,
Where meek souls will recerve Him still, the dear Christ enters in.
Philipp Brooks, O Little Town Of Bethlehem




