Taking It Home:

What am | holding on to?

Is there anything | need to let go of?

Who or what is holding me?

Sermons are available in audio at: www.concordiawesleyan.com
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Pastor David Redmond December 21, 2014
Luke 1:37-38

For with God nothing is ever impossible and no word from God shall be without
power or impossible of fulfillment. 38 Then Mary said, Behold, I am the
handmatden of the Lord; let it be done to me according to what you have said.

And the angel left her. Luke 1:37-38 (AMP)

Mary show us there are things we have to
“let go” of, as the character of Christ
is formed in us.

- Let It Go!

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this

might be. 3° But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found
favor with God.” Luke 1:29-30 (NIV)

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 (NIV')

He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was

naked; so I hid.” Genestis 3:10 (NIV)

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves s
born of God and knows God. ¢ The one who does not love does not know God, for
God is love. ? By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 1° In this is
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. ! Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. - 17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in
the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. '® There is no
fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and

the one who fears is not perfected in love. 1° We love, because He first loved us.

I John 4:7-11; 17-19 (NAS)




- Let It Go!

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. %> He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants

forever; his kingdom will never end.” 3* “How will this be,” Mary asked the
angel, “since I am a virgin?”

But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. *! Since you have heard about
Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful
nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception.
23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. ?* Put on your new
nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.?> So stop telling lies. Let
us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all parts of the same body. 6 And “don’t
sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you are still
angry, %7 for anger gives a foothold to the devil. 3° And do not bring sorrow to
God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his
own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. 3! Get rid of
all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil
behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,

just as God through Christ has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:20-27;30-32 (NLT)
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- Let It Go!

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the

Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month.

Luke 1:31-36(NIV)

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; '3 bearing with one
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just
as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. '* Beyond all these things put on
love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 1° Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 6 Let the
word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
Colossians 3:12-17 (NAS)

Mary show us there are things we have to
“embrace” as the character of Christ
is formed in us.

Embrace .
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her. Luke 1:38 (NIV)

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
Luke 2:19 (NIV)

Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.

John 17:17(NLT)

Embrace .
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 3* Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be

spoken against, 3 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a
Luke 2:33-35 (NIV)

sword will pierce your own soul too.”

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the
law. > God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he

Galatians 4:4-5 INLT)

could adopt us as his very own children.

Embrace .
Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!
Luke 1:45 (NIV)

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is
the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.” 22 He replied, “Blessed rather
Luke 11:27-28 (N1V)

are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

Jesus is ¢

2 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven

Acts 4:11-12 (NI1V)

the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’

given to mankind by which we must be saved.”



